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Abstract
Public Land. Post in By Zantine Egypt CADYA{ — 1¢Y)
Adocumentary study
By Osama Fayez

This research aims at identifying the features of the public postal
system in Egypt during the Byzantine Period (YA - 1¢Y AD), through a
documentary study that sheds light on the establishment of the public mail
system and the purpose of its existence in the Byzantine Empire. The study
then discusses the most important administrative regulations for public land
mail in Egypt during the period of study, as well as the public postal land
stations, and also the allocations made by the Byzantine administration to
the public mail animals and those who were operating and taking care of
them. Finally the study discusses the procedures set for the movement of the
messengers charged with carrying mail from one place to another to
accomplish various mail missions. The researcher has followed the analytic
approach to the subject of study, which is based on the presentation of
literary and documentary texts and analyzing them in order to get out the
best possible results, taking advantage as much as possible of the recent
studies that touched on some aspects of the topic of study. At the end of the
research, the researcher was keen to present the most important findings that
he reached through his study of the subject, and presented his analytical
vision of the elements included in the study.
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uovaotnp(iov) apfd Avopéov Zepnvw orafiit(ny) 100 Padiotik(ol) orafi(ov) eis
xpei(av) 100 kofoieloor yopt(ov) kol dyvpov aro yeovyik(ifs) yoptrobnk(ng) &og
10U at6fA(ov) Eri unv(og) AOvp 1 vo(iktiovog) J povellov) &, yi(verar) uoveilov)
a uo(vov). yi(vetar) uovellov) o & udvov. (&ovg) oAf (kal) oa, Afvp 1y,
ho(xtiovog) tetaptng. | olkov oywia. 1 mit’tak(10v) 100 povaotnp(iov) aBB& 6
4ie Gl odlly Sophia Wge e sl oo Al sledt bt Ge s "Bd(ixTiovog)
SPP VI 1+ 871 (AD kil oy jde dused 8 dla Il adad 4 )aiCuY ) Aiae ) T 5 aY)
OAA-TY Arsinoe), Recto & Verso, Il. Y-t "[# Zogio ovv Ocd mozpixio]
nparrovoa (kal) (Unép) 100 &vdoov p\ov/ vdodl Dlvuriw votap(iw) mapdoy(ov)
Hox/. . ] [. . .JPoc & Aielovipeia ueta ypouu(arwv) (vrep) avor(duarog)
N(uepdv) 1e avv pop(f)) gopad(iov) a [xpvool vowoudatiov] & mopa mévie
tétaptov ud(vov) @adgr ko No(iktiovog) 8oounc 1 1 Padgt ko vo(uioudatiov) a
AS) il chaaws o8 Alill 038 OF gam z(apd) € 07"
SPP kil tpalall Leghihud Y 2l J& ge daad gl cléatiuddl «Theon o e x LA dal aa
VI Y32 (AD 2 -1+V  Arsinoe), Il. V-Y: "# Zogia ovv 0[e@d] maz[pixia . . ]
ayvpo\v/ {( ) Padiotik/. . .] dexdine vo(iktiovog) T [. . .]".
Hendy, M. F., Studies in the Byzantine Monetary Economy c. - 1£o« (™
Cambridge, Y 3A2, pp.T+2-1,
Lals o 5lSo S8 4 i ¥ o (ld sll3 o 590le " daa Lo ugn iS50 0 g dndl Blaudl 3
2l ali) ALLT 138 (yo S [ paliine] o (ulS/alf Shliall 3 aguasl ] (5555 of Ciolead (pill clilf
2 AT oy spiially Sl alaly) af o ellgall Laldll ppliolas sle S Lol pgil Sl Ll
o IS o il i gl gl o Agall il 5] IS s Ay S aily [y Lo i
s IS 138 IS iy srsal Aunli oo o peis (il il gl o g s L sl e o)
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Prokopios, The Secret History with : il " sl cilalials ligl 4 dlicicll Lalsy/ 5 juall
Related Texts, Chapter Y+, Sections °-Y, pp.Y ¥3-Y-.

A G esSall diall A e ddis Juy W dgaidl Lay el foppdy dwdlt A (D
Y e Al (gl (e ddii Lo a8 Of Gl g daalall Lghoa g oAy 2yl

P .Miinch. 1 ¥, . ¥+,

(TISB XVIII Y¥aYe = P.Mich. inv. YYIA 1. )-Y,

Bal) el g1 sam ax Y1 2l Clage yad pae o Sl LB LA 13g il iny

«(p2YA — £21) Anastasius | Js¥) Gusainlil skl jueY) o jaal oilhs 43,88 sonyy el

Al oy AU el ol aa Y 2l s e o o SSY Gadd gl S pre e pal

Fossella, The Emperor's Eyes, p.£¥. kil Aal e

P.Oxy. XXXIV YY) 4 (probably from near the end of the third century AD; see introd.), ™
Il. Yye,

(P.Oxy. XIV YIVA) Lot dad sl Coail il sadiall il g & o

Sde caially Al Theon osd oo Dasd Wi Al o (gginty oon sty €l L agad A
:(Verso, 1. YA-YY) 4ai Lo d8di sl jeda o (o€ Cum e pll ol S 5Y dhada o hay 4l
dro(dog) mopa _Adl AbliS) IS e godid] qusigtd s A Al el Jd e b
se g3BM "Oéw/vog.] onuacaio & Tevuevolrel & t@ pousiw dviel 00 pintpog
S Tauring Gt oo sas adall S G a8l 8 i€ Al 43 did AT Juabe o sie
P.Oxy. XIV YYYY, Verso, Il. € «-£0: "opuacio eic trjv 53 ¢Ametrion os sl Leall g
Hoapappolnv\dr/ov nf. ... (?)] [ ]. a &airaoov tarapa duoswl. . ] €[ .. [vol.
oIy [Aungpio o [ . ] wnpl w(opd)  Towpeivpfc. . . ]"
pobl ARl gl aal sl ¢ g 8 i dall jeasll ol seae A 2l B 0o

Johnson & West, Byzantine Egypt, p.) 1.

aal sl s Jalaal) daid
— Gl Y

EDITION VOL. e.g.
BGU = Aegyptische | XII (Papyri | BGU XII YY1o
Urkunden aus den aus BGU XII vy11
Koniglichen Museen | Hermupolis: | BGU XII YY14
zu Berlin, Nos. YYYY-
Griechische YYY4), ed. H.
Urkunden. Berlin. Maehler,

Yave,
O.Mich. = Greek I (Nos. Y- O.Mich. I (¥V+-7)
Ostraca in the 144), ed. L. O.Mich. | Y¥v
University of Amundsen, O.Mich. I (YYA-00)
Michigan Ann Arbor, O.Mich. | (YoV-9)
Collection. Vivo,
P.Ant. = The 11 (Nos. P.Ant. Il Y3Y
Antinoopolis Papyri. | YY)-Y)¢), ed.
London. J. W. B.

Barns & H.

Zilliacus,

London,

yatv., (Egypt

Exploration

-Y4¢ .
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Society,

Graeco-

Roman

Memoirs £V).
P.Cair.Masp. = I (Cat. o P.Cair.Masp. |
Papyrus grecs Nos. 1Y+ ¥ | AV oy
d'époque byzantine, | 1Y1Y¢), ed. J.
Catalogue général Maspero.
des antiquités Cairo, Y4V,
égyptiennes du
Musée du Caire.
P.Flor = Papiri I P.Flor. 1 ¥4 =
greco-egizii, Papiri | (Documenti | W.Chr. ¢.0
Fiorentini pubblici e
(Supplementi privati
Filologico-Storici ai | dell'eta
Monumenti romanae
Antichi). Milano. bizantina:

Nos. Y- +9),

ed. G. Vitelli,

Y91,

P.Freer = Greek and Coptic Papyri

P.Freer ¥ + ¢ =SB

in the Freer Gallery of Art,ed. L. S. | XX Y¢¢4¢
B. MacCoull. Diss. Washington
D.C., Y4¥Y. (Nos. Y-1 Greek; nos. V-
\ « Coptic).
P.Got. = Papyrus grecs de la P.Got. 4
Bibliotheque municipale de
Gothembourg, ed. H. Frisk,
Gothenburg, Y4Y43. (Nos. Y-YY; nos.
YY-V) ¢ descripta).
P.Harr. =The Il (Nos. Y11~ | P.Harr. 1l YYA
Rendel Harris Yé¢o), ed R.
Papyri of A. Coles &
Woodbrooke M. Manfredi
College, &P.J.
Birmingham. Sijpesteijn &
A.S. Brown
et al,
Zutphen,
YdAo,
P.land. = Papyri i P.land. Il ¢o

landanae, ed. C.
Kalbfleisch et al.

(Instrumenta
Graeca
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Leipzig. publica et

privata, pt. I:

Nos.

Y1-04), ed. L.

Spohr, YA Y,
P.Lond. = Greek IV (The P.Lond. IV YY¢&Y
Papyri in the British | Aphrodito P.Lond. IV V¢V ¢
Museum. London. Papyri: Nos.

AAAEARER)

ed. H. I. Bell,

with

appendix of

Coptic papyri

ed. W. E.

Crum, Y4V,

V (Nos. P.Lond. V YY4A

YTEV-191Y),

ed. H. 1. Bell,

YAy,
P.Munch I (or P.Monac.) = P.Minch. I V¥
Byzantinische Papyri in der
Koniglichen Hof- und
Staatsbibliothek zu Minchen, ed. A.
Heisenberg & L. Wenger, Leipzig-
Berlin, Y3Y¢. (Nos. Y-)A),
P.Oslo. = Papyri 111 (Nos. 1e- | P.Oslo Il VYo
Osloenses. Oslo. Yeu), ed. S.

Eitrem & L.

Amundsen,

yayu,
P.Oxy. =The I (Nos. Y- P.Oxy. I Y¥1
Oxyrhynchus Y:V),ed.B. | P.Oxy.11¢%
Papyri. Published by | P. Grenfell & | P.Oxy. | Yot
the Egypt A. S. Hunt,
Exploration Society | YAA,
in Graeco- Roman VI (Nos. P.Oxy. VI 4+
Memoirs. London. | Ago-Y«4¥),

ed. B. P.

Grenfell & A.

S. Hunt,

YA,

VI (Nos. P.Oxy. VI Y17

YaVY-1Y0),

ed. A. S.
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Hunt, Y41).

X1 (Nos.
\2~0-\0°W),

ed. B. P.

Grenfell & A.

S. Hunt,
YAy,

P.Oxy. X1 Y¢3¥1

X1V (Nos.
YAV VWYY),

ed. B. P.

Grenfell & A.

S. Hunt,
Y9Y.,

P.Oxy. XIV Y1VA
P.Oxy. XIV YYVY¥

XVI (Nos.
YAYA-Y 1Y),

ed. B. P.

Grenfell & A.

S. Hunt & H.
I. Bell, YdY¢,

P.Oxy. XVI YATY
P.Oxy. XVI YATY
P.Oxy. XVI Y4:1
P.Oxy. XVI Y Y
P.Oxy. XVI Y+ ¥}
P.Oxy. XVI Y. V¢
P.Oxy. XVI Y+ YA
P.Oxy. XVI Y. ¥Y
P.Oxy. XVI Y+ ¢,

XIX (Nos.
YYVA-YYE¢),
ed. E. Lobel
&E.P.
Wegener &
C. H. Roberts

& H. . Bell,
VAEA,

P.Oxy. XIX YYYV

XXX
(Nos. Yiot-
Y1AY), ed. P.
J. Parsons &
J.R. Rea &

E. G. Turner,
Y9TA,

P.Oxy. XXXII ¥ive

XXXIV
(Nos. YIAY-
YVYY), ed. L.
Ingrams & P.
Kingston &
P. J. Parsons

P.Oxy. XXXIV YV14
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& J. R. Rea,
Y9TA,

XLVIII
(Nos. YYIA-
Yeve), ed. M.
Chambers &
W. E. H.
Cockle & J.
C. Shelton &

E. G. Turner,
YAAY,

P.Oxy. XLVIII YY4.

L1 (Nos.
FrO-rE),
ed. J. R. Rea,
YAAE,

P.Oxy. LI YaYY
P.Oxy. LI YAYY

LV (Nos.
FYVV-YATY),

ed. J. R. Rea,
YAAA,

P.Oxy. LV YVAA

P.Panop.Beatty = Papyri from
Panopolis in the Chester Beatty
Library Dublin, ed. T. C. Skeat,
Dublin, Y47¢, (Nos. Y-Y).

P.Panop.Beatty

P.Princ. = Papyriin | 111 (Nos. P.Princ. Il Y¢o
the Princeton YeA-YAY), ed.
University A. C.
Collections. Johnson
&S.P.
Goodrich,
Princeton,
194y,
P.Rein Il = Les Papyrus Théodore P.Rein Il Y.V
Reinach, ed. P. Collart, Cairo, Y4¢-+.
(Nos. ©3-YY4 papyri; YY+-1¢Y
ostraca).
PSI = Papiri grecie | VII (Nos. PSIVII A+A
latini. (Pubblicazioni | YYY-AY ),
della Societa Italiana | Y4Yo.
per la ricerca dei
papyri greci e latini | VIII (Nos. | PSI VIII 9%
in Egitto). Firenze. AVY-Y oo,
Nos. AAY-
Yoo are
ostraca),
Yavy,
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SB = Sammelbuch XVII (Nos. | SB XVIII Y¥ave =
griechischer VY Ao- P.Mich. inv. YV1A
Urkunden aus YETA),

Aegypten. (Begun Wiesbaden,

by F. Preisigke in yaar,

Y4Ye, continued by

F. Bilabel & E.

Kiessling & H.-A.

Rupprecht). In

Progress.

SPP (or Stud.Pal.) | VIII SPP VIII ¥+ 40
= Studien zur (Griechische | SPP VIII Y41
Palaeographie und Papyrusurku

Papyruskunde, ed. nden

C. Wessely, kleineren

Leipzig, Y4+«Y-Y4Y¢, | Formats

An approximately (P.KI. Form.

annual publication, | Il): Nos. VY-

issued irregularly, Y¥Ye1, with

and miscellaneous in | indexes to

character. Vols. I— | vols. Il and

V, VII, VIII, X, VIII), ed. C.

X1, X1V, XVII, Wessely,

XX and XXII YaeA,

include

documentary texts.

—rdial) aalpally abaall (LG
Ball, J., Egypt in the Classical Geographers, Maslahat al-Misahah — Government press,
Buléq: Cairo, Y4 ¢Y,

Bell, H. I. & Crum, W. E. (ed.), Greek Papyri in the British Museum (P.Lond.), vol. IV
(The Aphrodito Papyri with appendix of Coptic papyri: Nos. YYYY-Y1¢7) London,
14y .

Fossella, J. C., The Emperor’s Eyes: The Dromos and Byzantine Communications,
Diplomacy, and Bureaucracy, ©'4-'r.¢ Ph. D. dissertation, St. Louis University,
Yoye

Grenfell, B. P. & Hunt, A. S. & Bell, H. I. (ed.), The Oxyrhynchus Papyri (P.Oxy.), vol.
XVI (Nos. YAYA-Y 1Y) | ondon, Y4Y¢£,

Hendy, M. F., Studies in the Byzantine Monetary Economy c. " «- !¢« Cambridge,
Y4Ao

Johnson, A. C. & West, L. C., Byzantine Egypt: Economic Studies, Amsterdam, Y41V,
MacKay, C. M., The Road Networks and Postal Service of the Eastern Roman and
Byzantine Empires (first-fifteenth centuries AD): Social Effects on the Provincial
Population, Ph. D. dissertation, University of Michigan, Y444,
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Maravela-Solbakk, A.,"Two Documents about Donkeys from the Collection of the Oslo
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YAo

Mayerson, P., "The Sack (ZAKKOZ) is the Artaba Writ Large", Zeitschrift fur
Papyrologie und Epigraphik YYY (Y34A), pp.YAd-4 ¢,

Prokopios, The Secret History with Related Texts, ed. & trans. & introd. A. Kaldellis,
Indianapolis: Indiana, Y+ .
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