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Opposing Views of Stoic Ethical Doctrines: Roman Stoicism
as a Model
Geyhan Mr. Saad Eddin
Abstract

Our theme is a critical studying of the Stoicism ethics as it
incorporate in the roman era. Our Choice of ethics as a research theme
due to two reasons: The first is the dignity of ethics in Stoicism; as it
is essentially a practical doctrine so it doesn’t care about Physics or
logic, It studies them as prelude its goal is ethics.

The second reason to our research in Stoicism ethics due to
that ethics which make Stoicism famous; so we see we must dive in
ethical ideas of the Stoics to evaluate it to show its consistency or not
with the principles of the doctrine.

We choose the roman era because two of its eminent
philosophers — Seneca and Marcus Aurelius — were famous as they
participate at that time in political affairs. In addition to that is the
existence of their works which enable us to know their opinions and
evaluate it. A third reason for our choose is that this era represent the
last development of Stoicism. We use in our research two methods:
the critical method and the comparative.

After studying the ethical opinions of the Stoics we see that
there are a lot of contradictions in it. The source of these
contradictions was concoction of the Stoicism; as it adopts the
idealistic opinions of Socrates and Plato which don’t consist with the
materialistic opinions in epistemology and physics .We can
summarize the contradictions in Stoicism ethics in the following ideas:
1- The relations of soul and body.

2- The relations of mind and feelings.

3- Their concept about happiness.

4- Their concept about virtue.

5- Freedom of will and the ethical responsibility.
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(50)Seneca;Vol.l,Epist. XLV11,12,See Also Clarke;p.129.
(51)Seneca; Ibid.,Epist. XLVI11,10.
(52)1bid., Epist. XLVII,1.
(53)Ibid.,Epist.XLVI1,13
54)Ibid.,Epist. XLV11,18,19.
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(61)Seneca;Vol.ll,Epist.XC,41.
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(62)See Greene,William Chase ; Moira - Fate , Good and Evil in Greek
Thought,Harvard  University press , Cambridge , 1944,p.357.
(63)SeeClarke,M.L.; The.Roman.Mind,Harvard.University.Press,Cambri
dge,1960,p.93,Long;pp.381,419,431,432.
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(65)See Seneca;Vol.l1,Epist. XXXV,4,XL1,5,Clarke;pp.33,120.
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(66)See Clarke;pp.36,120,127, Bevan , Edwyn;StoicsandSceptics, Barnes
and Noble, Inc. ,New York,1959,p.79,Long;pp.397,419.
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(73)Seneca;Vol.l,Epist.1X,17,18.
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Long;p.432, Seneca;Vol.l,Epist.1X,4,15.
(75)Seneca;Vol.l,Epist,1X,18. )
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See Also Seneca;Vol.l,Epist.1X,17.

22 T g Saia g B (77)
Clarke;pp.36,131,Long;pp.423,433,Seneca;Vol.l,Epist.1X,4,Vol.l11,Epist.
XCIX,16.
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See Seneca;Vol.l,Epist.XX1X,8,Bevan,pp.71,75.
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Long;p.319,Inwood,p.136.
T6 e 1w il Bla (1114 haall el DB 798 s Gusali gl pusSla (82)

376

(2016 (o - pilicy) 44 Aomt) - Guads (pue ol ld 9>



L3 g1 dilog M a9 1 AN HI B89 1 of 5 8 B

(83) Seneca;Vol.l,Epist.LXV,2,3.
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See Plato;Timaeus,Translated with Commentary by:Francis Macdonald
Cornford,in Plato’s Cosmology,Kegan Paul,Trench

Co.,London,1937,46e,69c.
5 ¢ 6 ¢ aadl uis L g ] ¢ 61 uglisgh uss b (84)
See Seneca;Vol.l,Epist.LXV,23,24.
111 s gyl pusS e (85)
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ey el
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(88)See.Seneca;Vol.l11,EpistCXXI1V,4,12, Vol.l, Epist. XXXV 11,4,Epist.LX
1,1,
Vol.ll1,Epist.XClIl,1,2.
¢ 58 41283064 (1.8 shaall Gadi Lagl Sl g 4edd 1 Gusliosl (s (89)
88 T 1 Gugh Y Jwiagnd ¢ 25 (3
12205 1ame Gaal) Pl L) 31336337 5 131 4 23434,5(90)
(91)Jordan,James;Western Philosophy-from Antiquity to the Middle
Ages,Macmillan Publishing company, New York
,1987,p.205,Clarke;p.132.
27 T uslig) pugS e (92)
26 ¢ 1280 : sl GusSola (93)
See  Also Epictetus;The Discourses, Transl.  By:George Long,
Encyclopaedia Britannica,U.S.A.,1952,B.1,Ch.1.
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See.Seneca; Vol.l11,Epist.CX1X,2,Vol.11,Epist.XCII,3,Epictetus;B.1,Ch.4,

Epicurus,Vatican.Sayings,XLVII11,Principal.Doctrines,I1,Letter.to.Menoe

ceus,

131b,132aqout.From,Epicurus,Letters,Principal.Doctrine,Vatican.Saying

S,

Transl.by:Russel.Geer,BobbsMerrill. Educational.Publishing,Indianapoli

5,1979,

pp.57,69.
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(96) See Epictetus;B.1,Ch.4,Clarke;p.132.

26 ¢ 12 Haadll (i Ll Sl ¢ 330 50 gussligl pussS ke (97)
(98)See.Seneca;Vol.l,Epist. XXXI1,5,Epist.XLV,9,Irwin, Terence; AHistory
of Western Philosophy,Vol.lI,Classical Thought,Oxford University
Press,Oxford,1989,p.174.
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See.Seneca;Vol.l,Epist. XXI11,2,Epist. XXX,3,Irwin;p.174.
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Seneca;Vol.11,Epist.LXV1,42,Vol.l11,Epist. CXX1V,15,16,Vol.l,Epist. XVI
111

Clarke;p.35,Inwood;pp.136,137,154 .

(109)SeeSeneca;Vol.l,Epist, XXVII,3,LIX,17,Vol.ll,Epist. LXXXV,1,Epist.
LXXXVII,11,Epist.XClIlI,14,15,23.
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1200 1 e cpall Pla oo S& - Sextus Empiricus, Contre les Math. X
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(114) See Clarke;p.126, Seneca;Vol.l1,Epist.LXV1,39,40.
. 86 ¢« 74 gAY 32 929(115)
. 571 ¢ 570 « 568 a: Gsibiss (116)
SeeAlsoSeneca;Vol.l,Epist.XX1,8,Epist. XXI11,7,8,Epist. XXV, ,4,Vol.l1,Epi
st.
LXVI1,32,Epist.LXXXV,6-8. )
284 a ¢ i silgy Laail Jlailg ¢ 408 <407 a1 Gaea dli(117)
(118)SeeSeneca;Vol.l11,Epist.CXV,18,Vol.l,Epist. XX1X,9,Ep.XXXI,6.

(119)See Plato;Gorgias, Transl. into Eng. By:W.R.M. Lamb,The Loeb
Classical Library,William Heinemann
LTD.,London,1953,460b,;Protagoras, Transl into Eng.
By:W.R.M.Lamb,Loeb Classical Library,William Heinemann
LTD.,London,1952 ,325a,352c,358b,c;Laws,Transl. into Eng. by:R.G.
Bury,in two volumes,The Loeb Classical Library,William Heinemann LTD,
London,1952B.X11,963a.
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XC,45,Epist.LXXVI1,6, Inwood;p.137.
(141)Seneca;Vol.111,Epist.XC1V,29,See.Alsolbid.,Epist. CVII1,8,Epist.
CXX,3,4,Epit. XCVII1,2,Vol.l1,Epist. XC,45.
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