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Shedding New Lights on"VIA NOVA TRAIANA"

Younis M. Shdaifat 

Abstract 

This paper is a study of the Via Nova Traiana; which is 

the most important Roman road in Jordan. Built during the 
reign  of Emperor Trajan (ca.111-114 AD), this road was 

refurbished and maintained through the late fourth century. 

The paper discusses the origin of the road and whether it 

was a Trajanian initial project or it followed the paths of 

ancient roads dating specifically to the Iron Age, namely the 

King’s Road , and/or the Nabataean caravan roads. Also, the 
paper outlines the construction of the road, its stations, and 

branches. The main purposes of the road are also 

reconsidered here; whether it had a military, trade,  and/or 

administrative functions. The possibility that the road was 

part of the Roman administrative postal services (Cursus 

Publicus) is also suggested here. 
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118(Casson 1994 : PL.10 )

  ( via{m} 

nova{m} )( aperuit et stravit )

( a finibus Syriae usque ad mare rubrum )

(redacta in formam provinciae Arabia )( 

Germer – Dunand 1897 : 584 )

( 

Germer – Donand 1897 ; Brunnow and Domaszewski 1905 ; 

Butler 1910  )

(Thomsen : 1917)

( Parker 1986 ; Kennedy 1982 ;Bowersock 1983 ; Bauzou 1986 

; Graf 1995 ; Borstad 2008 ) 

 (Wiseman 2000: 14)

(Isaac 1990: 120; Kennedy 1995: 

221)

( Parker 1986: 110 )

( Graf 1997: 32 )

(Bowersock 1983: 91; Kennedy 1995: 221; Freeman 1996: 109 

)111111

11(Glueck)

(Glueck 1970 

: 21) 
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(Graf 1992: 459)

(Carrol 1992: 48)

(Dearman 1989: 185)

12

(Dearman 1997: 206)

1111221

(Borstad 2008: 56 – 60)

(Worschech 1985, Pls. 26, 27; 

Worschech 1992: 86)

1

(Borstad 2008: 56)

(Kennedy 1995: 221) 
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112

(Arabia Provincia)

11115

1811115

1811

121

(Kennedy 1995: 103)

(Bowersock 1983: 103)

(Limes 

Arabicus)(Parker 1986: 1)

11

21(Parker 1986: 127) 

Limes

(Bowersock 1983: 221)

(Mayrson 1986: 262)
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11

(Graf 1978: 3)

(Borstad)

(Borstad 2008)

(Via Traiana Bostra)

(Borstad 2008: 67)

(Cursus Publus)

22

11

(Diplomata)

(Kolb 2001)

(Borstad 2008: 68-69)
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(Borstad and Haron 2010: 490)
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(Butler 1910  : X)
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1

21511
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18111111

(Plutarch, 

Life of Gaius Gracchus, VII.1-2)

(Tabula Putingeriana)
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Thanntia) (Hatita)

(Gaddda)

(Philadelphia)(Parker 1986: 32 – 34)

(Rababatora)

(Thorma)

(Negla)(Bowersock 1983: 174-175)

(Petris Zadagatta)

(Hawaraa)

(Paraesidio)(Haila)

1(Graf 1999: 227-229)
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1999:109-113)1
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