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The Role of News Frames in Forming the Frames of Readers’
Comments regarding the 25th of January Revolution Events

Mariam Adel William

Abstract
The purpose of this study is to analyze the framing used by Al-

Ahram newspaper's website to present 25 January revolution events
and the transition period to identify the relation between these news
frames on one hand and the general direction of the comments of
website users about those events on the other hand. The study employs
a descriptive survey and an analytical survey to analyze the frames
used by the websites and the users’ comments. In addition, a
comparative technique is used to assist with the comparison between
the analysis of the framing in the websites on one hand, and the users’
comments on these issues on the other hand. The tools adopted by the
stu(liy are the framing analysis tool and the users’ comments analysis
tool.

Keywords: online Journalism, readers comments

Main results drawn from the study:

- The political corruption frame was the first most common frame in Al-
Ahram newspaper website coverage of 25 January revolution events
and that accounted to 18%, it occurred more often in the events related
to the previous regime trial and the acts of violence and riot.

2- The responsibility frame was the second most common frame and that
accounted to 16%, it was evident in the events of violence, then
appeared the refusal frame and the threatening frame that accounted to
11% each.

3- In general, Al-Ahram newspaper website has used the positive direction
to present 25 January revolution events and that accounted to 51%.

4- According to their comments on 25 January revolution events, Al-
Ahram newspaper website readers have concentrated on demonstration
and protests with 75% and they tend to lay responsibility and refuse
demonstration.

5- Previous regime trials was the second most common topic appeared via
readers comments and that accounted to almost 26%. Discussions were
about political corruption and crowing accused .

6- Around 9 % of users’ comments on Al-Ahram website had no specific
vision and were not related to the articles.

7- Around 41% of users’ comments were in the negative direction
especially in the events of violence and riot, then in the events of
previous regime trial.
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