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Service and Banquet Protocol in the Tombs of the 18th Dynasty
Jihan Rushdie Mohammed

Abstract

Banquets occupied a great extent in the scenes depicted on the
private tombs’ walls, especially in the Theban cemetery of the 18"
dynasty. These banquets reflected the features of prosperity which
characterized that period.

This paper aims to focus on an important aspect of the
banquet: the ceremony of services that required direct contact with
guests by its performers, from which the great majority were servants.
It’s clarified through several points:

Firstly: the group of the service’s performers regarding to their
appearance, which is represented in their clothing, hairstyles, jewelry
and their distribution pattern among the guests.

Secondly: the service ceremony which is represented in the
arrangement of the guests’ seating, offering them lotus flowers and
collars made from flowers, anointing their bodies with aromatic oils
and fats, offering foods...etc.

Thirdly: the religious significance of the service ceremony.

The survey concluded that the service ceremony aimed to the rebirth
of the deceased in the Underworld. This happens through offering the
guests wine, lotus flowers, mandrake fruits, oils and aromatic fats.
These ceremonies were also arranged in particular sequence since it
begins with taking the guests’ soles and ends with offering the
beverages of wine and beer. The study also shows that the ancient
Egyptian was aware of the necessity of balancing in his life. It means
enjoying all the pleasures of life along with the thinking of the
Underworld. Therefore it was reflected on his behavior, which is
characterized by the desired temperance, according to the songs of the
harpist that stimulate it.
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Wilkinson, J. G., Manners and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, vol. I, p. 193,
nr.159, 1, 3, p. 194 nr. 160, 3, p 196, nr. 163, 2, p 200, nr. 168, 3.
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Davies, Nina de Garis, Scenes from Some Theban Tombs, pl. VI.
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Davies, N.de G., The Tomb of Rekh-Mi-RE at Thebes, pl. LXIV.

Davies, Nina de Garis & Gardiner, A. H., The Tomb of Amenemhet, pl. XVI.
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Davies, N.de G., op .cit., pl. LXV.
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Peters-Destéract, M., Pain, biére et Toutes bonnes Choses..., L' Alimentation dans
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L' Egypte Ancienne, fig. 727
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Wreszinski, W., op. cit., Taf. 89c,"13".
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Davies, N.de G., op .cit., pl. LXIV.
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Manniche, L., The Wall Decoration of three Theban Tombs, fig. 31
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Davies, N.de G., op .cit., pl. LXVI.
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Ibid., pl. LXVI.
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Ibid., pl. LXVI.
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Parkinson, R., op. cit., p. 87.
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Wilkinson, J. G., Manners and Customs of the Ancient Egyptians, vol. 111, s. 389,
Abb. 417a.
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Wreszinski, W., op. cit., Tafs. 7¢,"17", 90b, "8a,b,12a,b".
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Davies, Nina de Garis & Davies, N.de G., The Tombs of Menkheperrasonb,
Amenmose and Another, pl. XXVII.
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Manniche, L., Lost Tombs, pl. 5,"9".
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Peters-Destéract, M., op. cit., fig. 353.
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Ibid., fig. 347.
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Wreszinski, W., op. cit., Taf. 116.
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Ibid., Taf. 89b,"5". :
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Davies, N.de G.& Gardiner, A. H., Seven Private Tombs at Kurnah, pl. 1V.

Eomd 8 e Olaally Ml cua Hll (46) A JSS

313
(2015 akdigy— Ju ) 43 Aoml) - (puads (pue ol ilbd g



Davies, N.d~ 7~ Th~ Tamb ~£ Dalih M A5 ad Thaban ol 11V

Aalliing el y B agileal o oy JlY e (48) o8 S
Manniche, L., Lost Tombs, pl.4,"8".
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