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The Concept of Light and Dark in Uorebdis Tragedy
Farid Hassan ElI Anwer

Abstract

This paper deals with the concept of the terms light and
darkness in Euripides’ tragedies. FEuripides wuses many
expressions that refer to light in his tragedies, either nouns or
adjectives or verbs, emphasizing light and fire and its sources,
€.g. P0G,

QAOG,PEYYOC,aiYA-T, LVYA-T, AKTIC,CELOC,AAUTPOS, NHLEPTL,
NA10Gg, GEAN VN, AoTNP, TOP, PAOE, OTIAB® avYalw, dvareTd
VVOUL, AVETTM, QEAY®, AGUTO.

For darkness, Euripides uses many terms that describe it
and its sources, e. ¢. ox010G, OpEVN-O, MHENOG, VOE,
otepdmn, 0epovn. And there are many verbs of sight which
accompany light and darkness, €.g. Aebcow, Opdi®, E1GOPAM,
TPOCOYOH L, dEPKOLUAL, E1GSEPKOUNL, BAET®, GKOTM.

The research ends with these results: Euripides uses terms
of light and darkness to express Man’s characteristics, qualities
and the things which influence his life, religiously, socially,
politically, economically, morally and psychologically. He uses
metaphors of light and darkness, to symbolize opposites of the
human life; such as the religious faith and paganism, sight and
blindness, life and death, virtue and vice, nobility and low-birth,
freedom and slavery, prudence and imprudence, discipline and
disorder, knowledge and ignorance, justice and injustice, honor
and shame, chastity and sin, wealth and poverty, victory and
defeat, happiness and misery. Euripides points to a clear relation
between light and human life, virtues, ethics and moral values.
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