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Abstract
Analogy and its influence on the development of Semitic languages
(A comparative study)

By Rawaa Khalid Sabri
Analogy is one of the most significant linguistic phenomena that plays a central role in

shaping and developing Semitic languages. Analogy has a dual function, acting as a unifying
force that contributes to the creation of regular patterns across grammatical systems, while
simultaneously serving as a driving factor for linguistic change. The impact of analogy is
particularly evident in the structure of the trilateral root, which is a hallmark of Semitic
languages. Analogy occasionally transforms biliteral roots into triliteral ones to achieve
structural consistency. Furthermore, analogy influences the development of derivational and
inflectional patterns, introducing changes to grammatical and morphological forms to align
them with existing models.

This study focuses on exploring the role of analogy in the linguistic evolution of Semitic
languages, with a comparative analysis of its grammatical and morphological applications in a
selected group of Semitic languages. The study will analyze how analogy intersects with other
linguistic phenomena, such as the development of weak verbs, root analysis, and phonological
pattern changes. Additionally, it will examine historical sources and linguistic changes that
contributed to the emergence of this phenomenon. The study aims to provide a comprehensive
perspective on the relationship between analogy and linguistic change in the context of Semitic
languages, highlighting its role in balancing linguistic stability and evolutionary diversity.

Keywords:

Analogy — Semitic languages — Triliteral roots — Grammatical conjugation— Derivation —

Linguistic evolution.
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