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Abstract
Allusion and Persuasion in Bashar ibn Burd’s Daliyya: “Have You Stopped at
a DistinctLand Worthy of Praise...”

By Huda Saleh Shnyour
This study examines a daliyya (a poem with end-rhymes in the letter Dal) by Bashar ibn

Burd that praises Caliph al-Mahdi. It explores the poet’s use of allusion and persuasive
techniques in addressing the Caliph, as a form of self-protection after two of his close
companions were executed for heresy by the Caliph’s order—Ileaving Bashar in a vulnerable
position.

The study also looks at his relationship with political power and reflects on his views of
Arabs, his beliefs, and the accusations of heresy against him. It adopts a descriptive and
analytical method to trace hidden meanings and rhetorical strategies in the poem. The structure
includes an introduction, two main sections, and a conclusion. The first section discusses the
rhetorical direction of the poem—both suggestive and persuasive—while the second analyzes
the linguistic tools Bashar used to build his persuasive appeal.

The findings suggest that Bashar was not successful in clearly defending himself. Though
he attempted to show loyalty to the Caliph and the state, the poem contains indirect criticism
beneath the praise, as well as elements of satire and implied warning. These features reflect a
deeper alignment with his Persian roots and hint at a conflicted stance toward Arab and Islamic
identity.

Keywords:Bashar ibn Burd, al-Mahdi, allusion, persuasion, heresy, Shu‘ubiyya.

a5

Bz deldall s dea il Callill Aelall dy jemall dususadl (i€ s JEY) (o 356 &) Gl G o o Jleial) z il o
14202 21963

13504 ¢ baall?

204 0a ¢ paisnll sumall ¢ el ) G 6 ¢ B s cCinn ®

390 (m c4i¥lans 4aseie planll s 3 Aluid JUd dan i ¢ dualaall < oo sace aily st
250 1983 clas ) caasily Al KA s ea 0 Sl el 35 seall (s ) ae®
206a ¢ ulbiall suanll ¢ oo yall Qa1 G ¢ B ol e’

230m e o i B dos Bl s

128 a caslill la ¢ e

2970a ¢ deaa ¢ sdle iz by o bl SISy

2214 -



JM@M@M

"oah ald e cigly ol g o Jlde A B g UEY) 5 el

338 L canagdll capaill 90

3380a 2z (Al anne (s seall sl 143 Ga ¢ I ¢ yal) iy il
310 g e bt o s

298 L ¢ i Q\}plg’

298 e ¢ i Q\}pﬂ'

204 Lo ¢ pulindl small ¢ 55 cCinn 1P
3000 ¢ by o s'®

303ua 6&.3\_.»3\17

30554 ¢ i)

.309 U cé.gl_ud\lg

140 3z ecmills Ol < m Gn s ee caalad®
290= ‘@M\Zl

300 = ¢ by o 5072

301-3000= ¢ JLis o 522

3010 ¢l

3020a ¢ by o 505

299 5a ¢ Ly o 525%°

3060a ¢ by o s

308 = ¢« L Q\}:mzs

500 e hall clbas iu) (saledl ue g _eil®
390 43¥lae s 4e s zlaall 1 8 Alumd JU g Aen i ¢ Apalaadl el a1 sace yaily Joi ™
391 Ga ¢ il

307 0a by o 5%

308 = cé.}l.uﬂ\ss

3000= ¢ L Q\ﬁq%

306-305 «iudt®

306-305 ¢ iy o 2>

292 Lo cdpalaall il g1 sae ¢ i’

5000 cadll i) il ¢ sagdl 2o o el
T30a cplanll s dalll ¢ S5 gl o9 3%

3010 ¢ sl o) g0

T3 oa zlaall gl o Sy gl s gl al™
3020a ¢ by o s

3020a ¢l o s

e all g Jalaal)

21963 3z cAebhll g dea il 5 Caallill Aalall 4y jnall dcugall ccui€ll la ¢ SY) QLS copunll o oz i) sl ¢ Sleball—1

1954 c'&f\ﬂ\ ‘2C c(ésu ))ALH\ RVCWY 6)}5\.{: u.'\ 6)_).)&4 Jl.m.u Q\_,,g.ﬁ c_)u}g ¢ _n &\—2

BoalEl ccajlaall o puiall § Caliadll @ Gl L 6(5429 tLl) AVEORTREI | J@Qc‘ﬁdw\_3

21423 s3c ¢ gy o Phedl A (il g ) c(0255 tL\));.a (R gwe Jaalali—4

1954 14 c(és;a)e:&\‘).a\ ¢ Juzadll }3‘ cL”,’JLA“)!\ 6(5436 u)d.\.mal\ ") L;J‘; s@'aﬁ‘)‘d\ uq)..d\—S

-215 -



(2025 et — guigy suc) 53 all - ued e s Sl g

O Jiae A gl A o 13 o Db Ol A adl gl Al densal) maall s deae cdilue g cann AA Gl (s ) B 81-6
dadla coglall Jlo AIS Alae (i) gy <Oadall ae Aol Al 3 cay o by Ol (4 aleall Glladl Gl Al
2023 64 sxc ¢a il
Ly e Jiue cAglgla Al po p o o Dby e (B Aaalaall bl )l cpma deae cilue 5 e A Gl (sl 880 7
2 sl Arala caglall i 3S Alae (o) muy ¢ aall e Adgla Al ) cas o Ll s (B alaall lladll Ul
.2023 64
2004 1h (s daniall yand)l QUSH s ¢yl gl 4y gl 4y i ladl) cladil jiad ¢ i G saledl e g 5688
1983 colee V) caasll s puaall KA s ca o by e 85 ) seall (pdl (il 2e -9
2006 «1h coliand) Jlall candall & saaall czlaadl s 2alll ¢ Sy sl <55 3211-10
1960 1k ¢ peas cijlaall 1y ¢ oaslinll peand) o pall V) &y ¢ B0 ccapa—11
1976 4 sae o) sall Alaa 2 0 Sl 3835 Jga ¢ ee 3501 5558712
cCyaal) il alle o Ca_pdia)daila ¢(ssle ARV lan g dasede laall 18 Alicad JU 8 dan i ¢ daalaald) @l oY) sacc ail Jusd =13
2010 kb ca )
997 2k (g m A prall s can jedl (o 380 aill (i —-14
cLalal g el aslad (5 ol dnals Alaa ABED 450l Y a3 8 A jle 2 0 Sl ) 0 S ealaad) Cladd) (s e cain =15
2013 (11 2
1995 (2L (g ym e poba o ool anes ((626) dilae s ol Gilgd s sl @ 8L-16

-216 -



