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Abstract

The Principle: "The Actions of the Ruler Are Contingent Upon Public
Interest™ — An Applied Study on Personal Status Matters

By Hamdo Abd Rabbo Al-Maaytah

And Mahmoud Muhammad Al-Maaytah

Islamic law grants the ruler broad discretionary powers, with the fundamental principle
that these actions must serve the best interests of the people. Among the newly emerging
discretionary actions of the ruler are those related to personal status matters. This study aims to
clarify these actions and is structured into an introduction and two main chapters.

The first chapter examines the definitions of the key terms in the principle and their
overall meaning, while the second chapter explores the practical applications of the principle in
personal status matters through five key topics.

The study concludes with several findings, among them: that the actions of rulers
concerning their subjects must be contingent upon public interest and aligned with the
objectives of Islamic law, which seek to bring benefit and prevent harm. Any action that
contradicts this interest or deviates from these objectives is deemed invalid according to Islamic
law and is politically unacceptable.

Keywords: Actions / Ruler / Public Interest.
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