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Abstract

John Gordon Lorimer, his Family, and the Genesis of the Gulf’s Gazetteer and
its Arabic Translations: A Historical and Critical Study

By Mohmmed Rashed Kharshan

And Ibrahim Yehia Al-Busaidi

And Badar Hilal Al Alawi

There is a considerable position for John Gordon Lorimer’s Gazetteer amongst primary sources
of Arabic and western modern Gulf history writings. Considering the Gazetteer of the Persian Gulf’s
historical and academic reputations there was an academic necessity for the Gulf’s historians to shed
light on the author and his family’s biographies in varied aspects in addition to critically studying the
genesis of the Gazetteer.

The study aims to collect various historical data relevant to J. Lorimer and his family’s
backgrounds. Furthermore, the original Gazetteer’s physical form is subject to a descriptive editing
process and critical- comprehensive review for all its five volumes and a slipcase. Another critical
review is applied to two types of selective publications; first of which are those studies that are
interested in the biographies and the Gazetteer’s formation; secondly, are three Arabic translations of
the Gazetteer’s which are compared in terms of their translations’ accuracy to original contexts of an
elected chapter in the Gazetteer, i.e. the seventh chapter of the History of Kuwait. The study is based
on four methods for approaching its issues: descriptive method, analytical comparison and critical
methods, and codicology method. The methods are grounded on numerous primary and secondary
sources; most mainly of which are Western-English publications.

Several results and two recommendations are concluded. The most significant outcomes are
unveiling new biographical information about J. Lorimer and his family; for the earlier are matters
regarding his personal, employment, and literary aspects. Besides, incoming conclusions are connected
to the Gazetteer’s genesis regarding purposes, process as well as publishing consequences within the
British Raj in the early 20" c. Moreover, as regards the three Arabic translations, the study
demonstrates how authenticity the Omani translation has —compared to others— in defining the
Gazetteer’s physical and content despite some shortcomings which are less than what the others have.

Keywords: History, Lorimer, Gazetteer, Guide, Gulf, Britain.
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Idem. pockets no. 9-10 [Pocket no. 10 consists of two genealogical tables].
AT 85 1) e RS il 2 77
1351255010 A s 0 sl s 68550 e ST e i) oy g 5803 2
A(208) a8 Liela 1 ki 22
LB Sy (R e el L
228 «pOLITICAL & SECRET DEPARTMENT?”. Also, the label displays some information regarding the
volume’s registration in the department’s index.
Ly QU] o Wi cagiilef (he 20alaY) dgall o chliiale " Ay A Cdle y Aad ) il 45 it L 2

e

A J8 e Lal) ledaia ol o o Part 1B dlak oWl sy (Flyleaves) sliall culadalll 3 5 e
LA e sl Lﬁi 1335 5935 [INDIA OFFICE RECORDS sigll i cillawd’ é 2y yil

- 183 -



(2024 jetw— g9y 3ae) 52 Al - uad e s b g

22> “FOR OFFICIAL USE™.
cilafia Jof e J&Y) Gl S -l Tl Aay &' Cdle s Part 1B Ak o) il £ cidad 2
S[SECRET.]” : (Y of sinks clgiyslic
22T “GEOGRAPHICAL AND STATISTICAL”.
35 8 AL ¢ V) AL 8 ST 1 ey 28
Lo ld Gilile 25750 L ¢p1908-1905 e i Lo 8 seminiall T oyl 58 e g T e senie Aol iy s 229
L Lo T pumsall LA 1705 " a5 (AN e s sl ¢35 Aol o Ll 55 5,81 AL
(162) s Ciala okl 20
(e laldl U Ao pdae s s3e Ay 3l 53] 11312 X 1816 mm saal s 535 K Zai Y1 @Y JalS bl 2
35 a8y dlay ) ARG AR (sl
2 Aaah 8 EL L) LA gl (Simla/Shimla) Sted/Siew Tiwe b Zadl ) La ) el s5ay) L83 o 22
a8
23 «Capt.”.
“innovative” sielxy) f 234
2% «the draughtsman”.
.(Indian Foreign Department “IFD”) %a_lall &gl 57)3y1 Aag 230
AE ae g LA 2
2% |_owe. Colonial Knowledge. Qatar Digital Library.
skl s ey A sda B GA) T8 EA) A 1 35 (FF. Hunter) i .Go.ca DG Jead gy 2
okl Ay 2N 250 AT el el
Ref.: IOR/L/PS/20/C91/6; Fuccaro. Op. Cit. p. 21.
249 Fyccaro. Op. Cit. p. 18.

S50 s U Calidl s3a cilalal (e L “Over” s <“about” 5 «<“‘some” 5 <“nearly” clalliak Hasis
22 Fyccaro. Op. Cit. p. 18; Bidwell. Op. Cit. p. 233; Fromherz, Allen James. “Introduction: World history in
the Gulf as a gulf in world history”. In: Allen James Fromherz (Ed.). The Gulf in world history: Arabian,
Persian and global connections. 1% ed. Edinburgh University Press, Edinburgh: 2018, p. 23; Ulrichsen,
Kristian Coates. The United Arab Emirates: Power, politics and policy-making. 1% ed. Routledge,
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