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Abstract
The influence of British Petroleum Company BP on British politics during the
Suez Crisis of 1956-1957

By Madiha Awad Al-Fadhli

The study seeks to explain the strategies adopted by BP (British Petroleum Company) in
facing the Suez Crisis, a subject that historians have only dealt with in narrow limits, shortened
by the traditional motives that expressed the British imperial point of view, while BP played an
important role In shaping the international response to the Suez crisis, whether through its
reporting or diplomacy. Therefore, the study aims to answer how BP played a vital role in
shaping the British government's decision to confront Abdel Nasser in 1956. Therefore, it is
important that the study also discusses the commercial relationship between BP and the British
government, to show how this relationship contributed to Stimulating the policy of imperial-
minded Conservative MPs who cared passionately about Britain's political and economic
position in the world, particularly in the Middle East.

The study concluded that its slow initial response before the crisis intensified, and the
negative impact of the crisis on oil supplies in Europe, indicates that BP was not preparing for
this type of crisis <which was clear if one read the history of the Suez Canal, and the history of
nationalism in the Middle East region in the right way, because it was necessary to turn an
important page in imperial history, and to return to Egypt its main assets, if not money, then at
least the canal, and Middle Eastern oil.

key words: Suez Crisis - British Petroleum Company BP - Nationalization - Tripartite
aggression.

il 5

Lo« BP 4S50 sl | jeaiiie Cinall &y ) s (Bl ) Js i) 3858) BP asd s (i 3$58 () Al o) i
S )l glall ae
Ke tdg patieadl dxaall (1953-1951)2\:\3}33\ ClEdL) ér_ Ale )X Lf'\\):a}[\ Laal) (—;:1.413" cggj\.c BYEN 3\3}2
() Ay paatinall T Alae (Al 5l 5 Ay sadl Ll all &y i)
https://iasj.net/iasj/download/2bf54b45a41c8891
.15 . = <2006 ‘Lé_;bul\ Jaagyudh c$ﬂ\ Gl el ‘?Jé zos> 8
* Bonin. H., History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, Librairie Droz S.A., Genéve, 2010, p. 462.
636 . 2004 (55l o 15 alEl (1da (G sl Cilile (JSua i dana
® Bonin. H., History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p. 454.
" British Archives, FO 464/60, “The Suez Canal, Historical Background”, in Arabia: Arab / Middle East issues;
Research Department memoranda, 1959 Nov 01 - 1983 Dec 31, Government of the British Kingdom: (LR
6/12), 8 May 1963, (22075), pp. 11-12.
® Dulles J. F.: “The Suez Crisis, August 16,1956, In Ethan B. Kapstein (ed.), The Insecure Alliance: Energy
Crises and Western Politics Since 1944, Oxford University Press, 1990, p. 103.

® British Archives, FO 464/60, , “The Suez Canal, Historical Background”,pp. 11-12.
10 ypu;
Ibid.

-333 -


https://iasj.net/iasj/download/2bf54b45a41c8891

(2023 jeumss — jugiSiauc) ST ol - Luad e T sl g

1 Bonin. H., History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p. 454.

12 British Archives, FO 464/60, “The Suez Canal, Historical Background” ,pp. 11-12.

1992 ¢ yiall Zuda i o (Caglie dene den i Al gl el puall s ealedl el BN (o SU Al (uil ol 5y P
152 e

4 Suez Crisis, 1956, U.S. Department of State Archive, https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/lw/97179.htm

o—pgeall 3L 3 ("1956 Ly gasdl 3L AS il jae aneli (e 4S50 saniall Y ) Csd bl e deaa P

o2 2020 a1l Gl jall 4 peadll aaall 3oall (s pall adaall e A et il L paladl. ol

224

1° Seale, P.: The struggle for Syria: A study of post-war Arab politics 1945-1958 ,Oxford: U.P., 1966. P. 101.

" Nolte, R.& Polk, W.: Toward A Policy for the Middle East, Foreign Affairs, 1958, P. 655.

18 | acquer, W.: The Soviet Union and the Middle East, N.Y.: praeger,1959, P. 213.

% The Suez Crisis: A Brief Comint History (U), UNITED STATES CRYPTOLOGIC HISTORY Special Series

Crisis Collection, Volume2, OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY P . L . 86- 36 NATIONAL SECURITY

AGENCY/CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE, 1988, p. 8.

20 Ellis, H.: Challenge in the Middle East, Communist influences and American policy, N.Y.: the Ronald press,

1960, P. 44.

2018 el Y1 358l gy Al ¢ e (1956 Gyl e e LDl g e cadi ) G5 P
145 .

cua 2018 ) 5l Gigay Alaa ¢ pae (1956 gl de (e Wtay Ciige o2 sall de deal tesa iy yd 2
.154-153

Ge I Gosdie e fieale Al VI0E/190Y yiae b dpabud) Al GoEd Jles ol (Jualill (e 3 3all
1985 (e

493- 492 . e 4= (@la Juaa (A Cpiua Jm23

222, (< 13) Ay laal AESa) (V401408 (sl 5L 1 filad (Cshaa il dens?
2 |ouggood, W. F.: Suez Story Key to Middle East, N.Y.: Greenberg, 1957, P.146.
140-1391a (1m <1996 ¢ 1 sine 25 3 alal) o(pilisCiaai= 5 53a) (19571954 (s sal Aa i ¢allis dena dighal %8
27 Moeller, E.: The Suez Crisis of 1956 as a moment of transnational humanitarian engagement, Leibniz
institute of European History, Mainz, Germany: informa UK Limited, taylor & francis Group, 2016, p. 139.
224 e ol aad (Csiea Jilas 2aad?®
% Sayed-Ahmed, M. A.: Nasser and American Foreign Policy 1952 — 1956, The American University in Cairo
Press, 1991, p. 124.
2015 5 ) Aia 1Al pa sudl 3L 3 Al Ay ja 3 e pealaall LiISiie (ha (pag el U g slitall ilaiad
37 36 .pa pa
1966- (s soall 5L 3 00 ) il Hsie olad A pead) el a¥) e al sl Cisal (g o Se s ¥
Apadl Laaall oAl (g gl mbaall v als et L JEed) L palalll. ccalall e sl sl 4 "1954
206 . a 2020 ¢dpay al calud jall
AB6- 467.0a a Bl Jaadl (g slial) ihiad?
3% Bonin. H., History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, pp. 455- 459.
3% Bamberg, J. H.: The History of the British Petroleum Company, The Anglo-Iranian Years, 1928-1954,

Vol. Il. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994.
% Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S.: “Narrative reporting and crises: British Petroleum and Shell 1950-1958”,

-334.-


https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/lw/97179.htm

hadll 3 o= dagia 1957 - 1956 (pus guadf Ao 3 SN ducillay 0 dalaaad! Lle BP p g g 7 ety ot 88 1 p3l0

Accounting History, 20(2), 138-157, 2015. p. 10.

% Chaplinsky, S. L. L.: British Petroleum, Ltd., University of Virginia: Darden Graduate School of Business,

October 2008, p.5.

%" Financial Times. May 8, 1957

:0= A&3Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S.: “Narrative reporting and crises” , p. 11.

%8 Bonin. H., History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p. 464

% Financial Times. May 8, 1957.

:0= A&3Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S.: “Narrative reporting and crises” , p. 11.

Y0 El-Gamal, M. A., & Jaffe, A. M.: Oil, Dollars, Debt, and Crises: The Global Curse of Black Gold, Cambridge

University Press, 2010, p. 40.

! Ibid.

“2 Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S.: “Narrative reporting and crises”, p. 11.

Al il pall & yeatinall S e (1953 — 1951 Jsall cilddlall e asbielaiy ¥ Jadill analt’ csjle uls alag 43
9 N ‘(Q.J) ‘:\Tﬂjﬂ\}

* Klantsching, G. Oil, the Suez Canal, and sterling reserves: economic factors determining British decision

making during the 1967 Arab-Israeli crisis, Diplomacy and Statecraft 14(3):131-150, 2003. See also, Crude QOil

Price History Graph & Tables | 80 Years, « https://www.drillingmanual.com/crude-oil-price-history-graph-

tables-for-last-80-years/#historic-from-1956-t0-1965

A Al e Ganial 1 Ay acie™
Abdelrenim N, Maltby J, Toms S.: “Narrative reporting and crises: British Petroleum and Shell 1950-1958”,
Accounting History, 20(2), 138-157, 2015.
% Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S. “Narrative reporting and crises”, p. 4.
" Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S. “Narrative reporting and crises”, p. 6.
8 Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S. “Narrative reporting and crises”, p. 3.
* Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S. “Narrative reporting and crises”, p. 3.
*0 Bonin. H., History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p. 474 -475.
> Dulles J. F. "The Suez Crisis", p. 103.
>2 Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S.: “Narrative reporting and crises” .p. 12.
53 Morewood. S. “Prelude to the Suez crisis: The rise and fall of British dominance over the Suez canal, 1869-
1956”, in Simon Smith (ed.), Reassessing Suez 1956, 1st Edition, London: Routledge, 2008, pp. 13-34.
>* Shafiee, K.: Machineries of Oil: An Infrastructural History of BP in Iran, The MIT Press Cambridge, 2018, p.
4.
> Dulles J. F. "The Suez Crisis", p. 103.
*® |bid, p. 118.
> Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S.: “Narrative reporting and crises” .p. 12.
*8 Bonin. H., History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p. 474 -475.
> Kuiken, J. R.: Empires of Energy: Britain, British Petroleum, Shell and the Remaking of the International
Oil  Industry, 1957-1979, Boston College: Electronic Thesis or Dissertation, 2013,p. 44.
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/151480018.pdf
% Kuiken, J. R., Empires of Energy, pp. 45-47 .
%! \bid, pp.46-47 .
%2 \bid, p. 48.
% Bonin. H. History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p. 464
% Sayed-Ahmed, M. A.: Nasser and American Foreign Policy 1952 — 1956 , p. 123.

-335-


https://www.drillingmanual.com/crude-oil-price-history-graph-tables-for-last-80-years/#historic-from-1956-to-1965
https://www.drillingmanual.com/crude-oil-price-history-graph-tables-for-last-80-years/#historic-from-1956-to-1965
https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/151480018.pdf

(2023 jeumss — jugiSiauc) ST ol - Luad e T sl g

% Podeh, E.: The Quest for Hegemony in the Arab World: The Struggle over the Baghdad Pact, Leiden, 1995,
P. 223.
lagloae Aadi e Ul a g clgilila g saniall il 5l 3 g8 gl el adaii e A p3ae dpia¥) Jy il ialag 231 %
& OsSoliall LApia¥l cllead) 3 A 5l dadill <AS Y cndanl o ) g 3080 5 ) 5y 8 Gl gl LS (e ab
Opa 8 Lehdsi sale] Sy OS5 comsnd) Al A Jaxi 30 LAl CuilSy AR Aa8lSa el ja) i () siians 484
okl a3l e gl o g s
United States Foreign Relations, 1964-1968, Volume XXXIV, Energy Diplomacy and Global Issues,
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1964-68v34/d228
% Dulles J. F. "The Suez Crisis" , p. 108.
% British Archives, FO 464/60, “The Suez Canal, Historical Background”, pp. 11-12.
oo bl bl el B S el — e p ) eall 121956 sl Ao ' G _id (agee Jlea™
283 ol 2020 42\:\573‘)&\ U_\L»\Jjﬂ Z\:QJAAAM Q\_uu\;l\ :'&_)AGX\ ‘L.,SJ:!-“M ?"L”d‘ e ala ol cd.féﬂu.d\
https://www.sis.gov.eq/UP/BOOks/booknew.pdf
.289. e (@bl jauadl 70
"t Bonin. H. History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p.473 . Also, See The Suez Canal Problem, 26
July-22 September 1956, Washington: US Department of State Publication, n°6, 392, GPO, 1956, pp. 345-351.
2 British Archives, FO 464/60, “The Suez Canal, Historical Background”, pp.13.
® Bonin. H. History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p. 470-474.
™ Gaujac, P., “France and the crisis of Suez: An appraisal forty years on” , in David Tal (ed.), The 1956 War :
Collusion and Rivalry in the Middle East, London: 2001, P. 51.
™ The Suez Crisis: A Brief Comint History (U), UNITED STATES CRYPTOLOGIC HISTORY Special
Series Crisis Collection, Volume2, OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY P . L . 86- 36, NATIONAL
SECURITY AGENCY/CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE, 1988,p.109.
’® Kuiken, J. R., Empires of Energy,p. 45.
" Suez Crisis, 1956, U.S. Department of State Archive, https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/Iw/97179.htm
292 .pa  (Sosdl = ail¥ g pall 121956 (sl Ae ' i mgae Jlen'®
® Dulles J. F.: "The Suez Crisis", p. 121.
% Ibid.
Kuiken, J. R., Empires of Energy,p.50.
O kil ey jall
Bamberg, J. H.: British Petroleum and Global Oil 1950-1975: The Challenge of Nationalism, UK:
Cambridge University Press, 2000, pp. 469-485.
% Hobbs, Graham.: British Imperialism and Oil: A History of British Petroleum, 1901-2016, Thesis submitted
for the degree of PhD, Department of Development Studies SOAS, University of London, 2019, p. 82.
8 \bid, p. 83-84.
8 Bonin. H. History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, p. 463.
% Helle, N. A. “Leadership in Crisis: An Exploration of the British Petroleum Case”, International Journal of
Business and Social Science, Vol. 3 No. 18 [Special Issue], September 2012, p. 31.

-336 -


https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1964-68v34/d228
https://www.sis.gov.eg/UP/BOOks/booknew.pdf
https://www.sis.gov.eg/UP/BOOks/booknew.pdf
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/lw/97179.htm

hadll 3 o= dagia 1957 - 1956 (pus guadf Ao 3 SN ducillay 0 dalaaad! Lle BP p g g 7 ety ot 88 1 p3l0

&A.\JAS\J J..\UAAJ‘ M@
Al jalaal) Y

- British Archives, FO 464/60, “The Suez Canal, Historical Background”, in Arabia: Arab / Middle East
issues; Research Department memoranda, 1959 Nov 01 - 1983 Dec 31, Government of the British Kingdom:
(LR 6/12), 8 May 1963, (22075).

- The Suez Canal Problem, 26 July-22 September 1956, Washington: US Department of State Publication,
n°6, 392, GPO, 1956.

- The Suez Crisis: A Brief Comint History (U), UNITED STATES CRYPTOLOGIC HISTORY Special Series
Crisis Collection, Volume2, OFFICE OF ARCHIVES AND HISTORY P . L . 86- 36 NATIONAL
SECURITY AGENCY/CENTRAL SECURITY SERVICE, 1988.

- United States Foreign Relations, 1964-1968, Volume XXXIV, Energy Diplomacy and Global Issues,
https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1964-68v34/d228

th ) 2 pall Ll
¢l AiSa BoalEll (L gudl BLE 8 ASD A e (3x b _palaaddl @SS e pugnd) 8L 1 dhiaa (g glad) -
.2015
1996 ¢ sune d5i€a b _aldl) (il —Chaal= ) 93a) 1957-1954 L sud) A J trena dihal calls -
2018 chaws V) (38l gy Al eae (21956 s guall Ao 3l (e LDt gy CBge ta (3t cadles -
el paldl e el 3l 8 S S od = sl gl el (101956 wsadl e T i(msme Jlea RS -
283 .= 2020 i il bl pall A pad) Aaaeadl sl (g el adiall ae @ald pgad JiEad) L.
https://www.sis.gov.eq/UP/BOOks/booknew.pdf
() dlaal) Aaall V90TV A0E L gndl sl ) pla) 1 dhias deas cighia -
2018 cha Y1 3l Egany Alaa 1 jae 1956 G gud) Aa ) (e Wllay (6 ga tdaal dene iy b el sall e -
i paall 3L 8 1956 Ly gud) BB AS A1 jeae aneli (e S5 el Baaiall LY SN s’ taeme () e -
2020 ¢Apag il bl Jall 4 jad) duneal) s Al (g uall adaall de A et i) Ll alall. sl
Se iy patiedl daalall " (1953-1951)40 sl il e aibielsiy Y1 badll anld o ols dag cgle -
(@) patived) Gl Alae Ayl gall 5 A jall bl jall 4y pativl
https://iasj.net/iasj/download/2bf54b45a41c8891
1966- o gud) 8L 3 AL ) Gadl sie olad Ay jead) el a¥) (e aal Jsall Capall ra Sa AA (s -
A pad) Laaall ol (g pmall mbaall me ald et il L aladll. pdald) e gud) sl 8 "1954
2020 ¢dnay jull bl all
2006 ¢ Wy reg oy cdda o o pal BoS) el iz gsa A -
1992 ¢ piall duda F s cCaslie deas daa i Al gall ciled pall g gealaall o gal) 380 5 S Al g yia (il o -
2004 (55 a0 o sl dda o gl calile toplan dasa S -
tAgaial) Al yall UG
- Abdelrehim N, Maltby J, Toms S.: “Narrative reporting and crises: British Petroleum and Shell 1950-1958”,
Accounting History, 20(2), 138-157, 2015.
- Bamberg, J. H.: British Petroleum and Global Oil 1950-1975: The Challenge of Nationalism, UK:
Cambridge University Press, 2000.
- Bamberg, J. H.: The History of the British Petroleum Company, The Anglo-Iranian Years, 1928-1954,

Vol. Il. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1994.
- Bonin, H.: History of the Suez Canal Company 1858-1960, Librairie Droz S.A., Genéve, 2010.

-337 -


https://history.state.gov/historicaldocuments/frus1964-68v34/d228
https://www.sis.gov.eg/UP/BOOks/booknew.pdf
https://www.sis.gov.eg/UP/BOOks/booknew.pdf
https://iasj.net/iasj/download/2bf54b45a41c8891

(2023 jeumss — jugiSiauc) ST ol - Luad e T sl g

Chaplinsky, S. L. L.: British Petroleum, Ltd., University of Virginia: Darden Graduate School of Business,

October 2008.

Dulles J. F.: “The Suez Crisis, August 16,1956, In Ethan B. Kapstein (ed.), The Insecure Alliance: Energy

Crises and Western Politics Since 1944, Oxford University Press, 1990.

El-Gamal, M. A., & Jaffe, A. M.: Oil, Dollars, Debt, and Crises: The Global Curse of Black Gold,

Cambridge University Press, 2010.

Ellis, H.: Challenge in the Middle East, Communist influences and American policy, N.Y.: the Ronald press,

1960 .

Gaujac, P., “France and the crisis of Suez: An appraisal forty years on” , in David Tal (ed.), The 1956 War :

Collusion and Rivalry in the Middle East, London: 2001.

Helle, N. A. “Leadership in Crisis: An Exploration of the British Petroleum Case”, International Journal of

Business and Social Science, Vol. 3 No. 18 [Special Issue], September 2012.

Hobbs, Graham.: British Imperialism and Oil: A History of British Petroleum, 1901-2016, Thesis submitted

for the degree of PhD, Department of Development Studies SOAS, University of London, 2019.

Klantsching, G. Oil, the Suez Canal, and sterling reserves: economic factors determining British decision

making during the 1967 Arab-Israeli crisis, Diplomacy and Statecraft 14(3):131-150, 2003.

Kuiken, J. R.: Empires of Energy: Britain, British Petroleum, Shell and the Remaking of the International

Oil  Industry, 1957-1979, Boston College: Electronic Thesis or Dissertation, 2013.

https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/151480018.pdf

Lacquer, W.: The Soviet Union and the Middle East, N.Y.: praeger,1959.

Louggood, W. F.: Suez Story Key to Middle East, N.Y.: Greenberg, 1957.

Moeller, E.: The Suez Crisis of 1956 as a moment of transnational humanitarian engagement, Leibniz

institute of European History, Mainz, Germany: informa UK Limited, taylor & francis Group, 2016.

Morewood. S. “Prelude to the Suez crisis: The rise and fall of British dominance over the Suez canal, 1869-

1956, in Simon Smith (ed.), Reassessing Suez 1956, 1st Edition, London: Routledge, 2008.

Nolte, R.& Polk, W.: Toward A Policy for the Middle East, Foreign Affairs, 1958.

Podeh, E.: The Quest for Hegemony in the Arab World: The Struggle over the Baghdad Pact, Leiden, 1995.

Sayed-Ahmed, M. A.: Nasser and American Foreign Policy 1952 — 1956, The American University in Cairo

Press, 1991.

Seale, P.: The struggle for Syria: A study of post-war Arab politics 1945-1958 ,Oxford: U.P., 1966.

Shafiee, K.: Machineries of Oil: An Infrastructural History of BP in Iran, The MIT Press Cambridge, 2018.
i g ASIY) @bl gal) sl

Suez Crisis, 1956, U.S. Department of State Archive, https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/Iw/97179.htm

Crude Oil Price History Graph & Tables | 80 Years, « https://www.drillingmanual.com/crude-oil-price-

history-graph-tables-for-last-80-years/#historic-from-1956-t0-1965

-338 -


https://core.ac.uk/download/pdf/151480018.pdf
https://2001-2009.state.gov/r/pa/ho/time/lw/97179.htm
https://www.drillingmanual.com/crude-oil-price-history-graph-tables-for-last-80-years/#historic-from-1956-to-1965
https://www.drillingmanual.com/crude-oil-price-history-graph-tables-for-last-80-years/#historic-from-1956-to-1965

