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Abstract

Criticism of political propaganda in classical sources 

Domitianus 81-96 AD 

By Nader Fathi Mohamed 

This is a historical study that criticizes, describes and analyzes the political propaganda 

used by Emperor Domitianus, based on three axes: sometimes through military operations on 

the borders of the empire to secure the empire. And at other times, through a giant program of 

construction and reconstruction that represents his achievements. And a third by showing the 

emperor's administrative, economic and legislative reforms. For his influence on the minds and 

consciences of the entire Roman people inside and outside Rome as the patron of the empire. 

The propaganda came through persuasion in various ways, and of different colors, to influence 

public opinion to consolidate the idea of venerating the emperor alive and reviving his memory 

after his death through The Domitiana Colosso Statuam, Via Domitiana, Domus Domitiana 

Palace, and the Triclinium banqueting hall represent his immortal architectural achievements. 
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 80ٚ  اِزشً 11طٌٛٙب   غ٠ٚجٍ ،َٟ اٌشِٚبٔسٛفاٌ ضثبٌمشة ِٓ ِشو 1903طٛس د١ِٚز١بٔٛط ػبَ البػذح رّضبي الإِجش  فذاوزش -

زشح فصبس ئٌٝ اٌءا٢ٚٔغجٙب ػٍّب ،فثّغبفخ ِزش ٚٔظ  عالأس ؼعط  ِٜغزٛ ذعٕز١ّزش  ٚرمغ رؾ 90ِزبس ٚ 5عٕز١ّزش ٚػشػٙب 

 .ٜأخش آصبسًاطٛس رشعبْ ِىبٔٗ اٚش١ذ الإِجش ععطغ الأس ذلبػذرٗ رؾ فذت ٌٍزّضبي اخزؼذ رؾط١ُ اٌشؼأٔٗ ث زشفٛاٚاولاف١خ، فاٌ
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 itineraٚفٟ اٌؾم١مخ لا ٠ّىٓ لأؽذ أْ ٠ٕىش أْ فىشح اٌشبسع أٚ اٌطش٠ك لذ رطٛسد ِغ رطٛس ؽ١بح الإٔغبْ اٌفم١ش؛ ئر ثذأد ثبٌزغٛي  -

اٌزٞ اعزٛػت  Viaٔشأ اٌطش٠ك  اٚأخ١شً ،Actusِٓ ِىبْ ئٌٝ آخش، صُ سوٛة اٌّبش١خ ٚر١ّٙذ اٌطش٠ك ٌّشٚس ػشثخ ٚاؽذح ػٍٝ الألذاَ 

  .رمش٠جًب أِزبس 6أِزبس ٚ 4ٚػ ػشع اٌطشلبد ِب ث١ٓ اب ئٌٝ عٕت ؛ ؽ١ش ٠زشِشٚس ػشثز١ٓ عٕجً
60

ق.َ ػٕذِب وبْ  312ٌغٕٛة، ٚلذ ثذأ اٌؼًّ ثٗ ػبَ: ٘ٛ اٌطش٠ك اٌؼبَ اٌشئ١ظ اٌزٞ ٠شثط سِٚب ثب via Appiaطش٠ك أث١ٛط -

ٚلذ وبْ وً ِٓ أغغطظ ٚر١جشثٛط لذ ِبرب فٟ وبِجب١ٔب  ،ِٚٓ ٕ٘ب عبءد رغ١ّخ اٌطش٠ك ثطش٠ك أث١ٛط ،بأث١ٛعىلاٚد٠ٛعىب٠ىٛط سل١جً

َّ  . Misenniumٚاٌضبٟٔ ِٓ ١ِغNolaَٛ١ٕي ِٓ ٔٛلا ٚأؽؼشد عضخ وً ِّٕٙب ئٌٟ سِٚب ػجش طش٠ك أث١ٛط : الأ
61

: أشبس ئ١ٌٙب اٌشبػش ٠ٛف١ٕب١ٌظ ػٕذِب وبْ ٠خبطت أؽذ أطذلبئٗ اٌزٞ سؽً ػٓ سِٚب ٚارخز طش٠مخ ئ١ٌٙب ثؼذ أْ Cumae وِٛبٞ  - 

ٚوبٔذ وِٛبٞ ِغزؼّشح لذ٠ّخ أعغٙب الإغش٠ك فٟ شّبي  ،أطجؾذ اٌؾ١بح فٟ اٌّذ٠ٕخ غ١ش إِٓخ ٚع١طش ػ١ٍٙب الأعبٔت ٚدٔغٙب اٌغشثبء

اٌغبؽً اٌغٕٛثٟ اٌغشثٟ ِٓ ئ٠طب١ٌب، ٚأعطٛس٠ب فمذ وبٔذ رىّٓ أ١ّ٘خ ٘زٖ اٌّغزؼّشح فٟ أْ ػشافبد الإٌٗ  ٌٟ ػٍٟٛخ١ٍظ ثب٠بٞ ثٕبث

   .(Iuv.3.vv.1-4) أظش ٌٍّٚض٠ذ  ،٠ؼشٓ فٟ وٙف ٕ٘بن َّوُ Sibyllaeٓ ٠ؼشفٓ ثبٌغ١ج١ٍبدأثٌٍٛٛ اٌلائٟ وُ
62

 - Quisdurisilicisgravisqueferriimmanissonusaequoripropinquum 

saxosaelatusAppiaereplevit? ( Statius Silv.4.3.1-)3 
63

ب ٠ظت فٟ اٌجؾش ٠ٚمغ ػٍٝ ثُؼذ عجؼخ أ١ِبي عٕٛة ع٠ٕٛ١غب ٚخّغخ أ١ِبي شّبي ؽب١ًٌ Savone: ٚ٘ٛ ٔٙش عبفٟٛٔ Savoٔٙش عبفٛ -

 .٠ز١ّض ثغشػخ عش٠بٔٗ ٌٚىٓ رمً عشػزٗ ػٕذ ِظجٗ ؽ١ش رٛعذ اٌّغزٕمؼبد ،اشًٔٙش فٌٛزٛسٔٛط ٚطٌٛٗ خّغْٛ ِز

http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=Quis&la=la&can=quis0&prior=Domitiana
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=Quis&la=la&can=quis0&prior=Domitiana
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=duri&la=la&can=duri0&prior=Quis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=duri&la=la&can=duri0&prior=Quis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=silicis&la=la&can=silicis0&prior=duri
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=silicis&la=la&can=silicis0&prior=duri
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gravisque&la=la&can=gravisque0&prior=silicis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=gravisque&la=la&can=gravisque0&prior=silicis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ferri&la=la&can=ferri0&prior=gravisque
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=ferri&la=la&can=ferri0&prior=gravisque
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sonus&la=la&can=sonus0&prior=immanis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=sonus&la=la&can=sonus0&prior=immanis
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=aequori&la=la&can=aequori0&prior=sonus
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=aequori&la=la&can=aequori0&prior=sonus
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=propinquum&la=la&can=propinquum0&prior=aequori
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=propinquum&la=la&can=propinquum0&prior=aequori
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=saxosae&la=la&can=saxosae0&prior=propinquum
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=saxosae&la=la&can=saxosae0&prior=propinquum
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=latus&la=la&can=latus0&prior=saxosae
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=latus&la=la&can=latus0&prior=saxosae
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=Appiae&la=la&can=appiae0&prior=latus
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=Appiae&la=la&can=appiae0&prior=latus
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=replevit&la=la&can=replevit0&prior=Appiae
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=replevit&la=la&can=replevit0&prior=Appiae
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=Savo&la=la&can=savo0&prior=pigerque
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=Savo&la=la&can=savo0&prior=pigerque
http://www.perseus.tufts.edu/hopper/morph?l=Savo&la=la&can=savo0&prior=pigerque
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ٔزبط اٌخّش اٚوبْ ِشٙٛس ث  Campaniaثال١ٍُ وبِجب١ٔب Sinuessa: ٠مغ عٕٛة ششق ع٠ٕٛ١غبMassicusطِبع١ىٛعجً  -

اٌزٞ ٠مغ ػٕذ عفؼ ٘زا اٌغجً، ٠ُٚؾبرٞ عجً ِبع١ىٛط طش٠ك  Falernumرضسع فٟ عًٙ فب١ٌشَٔٛاٌّغزخٍض ِٓ أشغبس اٌؼٕت اٌزٟ 

 د١ِٚز١بٔٛط ِٓ ٔبؽ١خ اٌشّبي.
65

 Ibid.,110 &.911: ٠مغ فٟ اٌشّبي اٌغشثٟ ِٓ ثٛر١ٌٟٛ ٚ ٠ؾبرٞ طش٠ك د١ِٚز١بٔٛط ِٓ ٔبؽ١خ اٌغٕٛةGaurusعجً عبٚسٚط -
66

 Lago diعُبٚرؼشفؾب١ٌب ث ،ق.َ  194ػبَ   Liternumوزشفذ فٟ ١ٌز١شَٔٛا: ٠مغ فٟ ِغزؼّشح Liternapalusِغزٕمغ ١ٌز١شٔب -

Patria-.  Ibid.,.021 
67

- ferventlitoramobilesquesilvae, 

itlongusmediasfragorperurbes,atqueechonsimulhincetindefractamGauroMassicusuviferremittit,miraturs

onitumquietaCymeetLiternapaluspigerqueSavo. ( Statius, Silv. 4.3.61-)66 
68

ٚ٘ٝ رش١ش ئٌٝ اٌشخبَ اٌّغزخشط ِٓ ٌٛٔب اٌزٟ رمغ فٟ  Liguriaعُ ٔغجخ ئٌٝ ١ٌغٛس٠ببو Ligus ,urisأعزؼًّ عزبر١ٛط اٌظفخ  -

اٌمٛط وبْ ِٓ أفؼً أٔٛاع اٌشخبَ "وً" ٌٍّجبٌغخ ثأْ سخبَ  totisٚأعزؼًّ عزبر١ٛط اٌظفخ  ،١ٌغٛس٠ب ٚوبٔذ رٕزظ اٌشخبَ الأث١غ

 ٌٍّٚض٠ذ أظش :  اٌّغزخشط ِٓ وً ِٕبعُ ٌٛٔب.

Haecamnispariterqueselevaratingentiplagamarmoratadorso,huiusianuaprosperumquelimenarcus,bellige

risducistropaeisettotisLigurumnitensmetallis, ( Statius Silv. 4.3.95-99) 
69

- Statius Silv. 97-99. 
70

- StatiusSilv. 101-102. 
71

 Philadelphia Museumفٟ ِزؾف ف١لادٌف١ب بد ٌٍٕمش إٌّؾٛد ػ١ٍٙاِٛعٛدح ٚشزس puteoliء ِٓ لٛط اٌذ أعضاِبص -

 أخشٜ ِخزٍفخ فٟ ِزؾف ثش١ٌٓ.  ٚشزساد
72

-Statius Silv. 114-116. 
73

- Statius Silv. 128 – 129. 
74

َ، ٚوبْ ػجبسح ػٓ ف١لا ػخّخ فٟ ٚعط اٌّذ٠ٕخ ث١ٓ رٍٟ  68- 64ث١ٓ : ثٕٝ فٟ اٌفزشح ِب  DomusAureaاٌمظش اٌز٘جٟ  -

ٚوبْ اٌمظش ٠زغٗ ثٛاعٙزٗ ٔبؽ١خ اٌغٕٛة، ٚثبٌزبٌٟ فاْ ِذخٍٗ وبْ ِٓ ٔبؽ١خ اٌفٛسَٚ. ٚوبْ ٠غجك  Esquiliniumــٚاٌ Platiniumــاٌ

رٗ ِز٘جخ، ِٚٓ ٕ٘ب عبء امظش ثأْ وً ؽغشلذَ، ٠ٚظف اٌّإسؿ ع٠ٛز١ٔٛٛط ٘زا اٌ  1000اٌمظش ثٛاوٟ ِؼّذح ِٚغمٛفخ رّزذ ثطٛي 

وبٔذ ِض٠ٕخ ثغمٛف ػبع١خ ٠زذٌٝ اٌزٟ د اٌطؼبَ اٌؼخّخ اْ ٚؽغشاٚفٟ اٌٛلذ رارٗ وبٔذ رٛعذ ٢ٌئ ٍِزظمخ ثبٌغذس ،Aureaرؼج١ش 

ؤ٠خ د اٌطؼبَ وبٔذ رضجذ ػٍٝ لشص ٠ذٚس، ٚثزٌه رذٚس اٌؾغشح ؽٛي ٔفغٙب، ٠ٚغزط١غ اٌغبٌظ سإِٙب أعًّ اٌؼطٛس، ٚثؼغ ؽغش

ًّاإٌّبظش اٌغ١ٍّخ، ٠ٚجذٚ أْ عذس ب ٚطٍذ ٌذسعخ ػب١ٌخ ِٕبٌٕمبء فٟ اٌؼظش ْ ٘زٖ اٌؾغشح وبٔذ صعبع١خ؛ فظٕبػخ اٌضعبط لذ٠

اٌشِٚبٟٔ، ٚثٙب فزؾبد ٌشؤ٠خ اٌّذ٠ٕخ وٍٙب. ثبلإػبفخ ئٌٝ طبٌخ ِغزذ٠شح رذٚس ؽٛي ٔفغٙب، ثٙب أؽٛاع ١ٍِئخ ثب١ٌّبٖ، أِب اٌغشف فمذ 

 .آٔزان ف اٌؾبئط١خ اٌزٟ ٔفز٘ب أشٙش ِظٛسٞ اٌشِٚبْوبٔذ ِض٠ٕخ ثبٌضخبس
75

وبٔذ دػٛاد اٌؼشبء ِٓ ٚاعجبد اٌشػبح اٌشِٚب١١ٔٓ، ٚأشبس عزبر١ٛط ئٌٟ ؽؼٛسٖ ٌٍؼذ٠ذ ِٓ ؽفلاد اٌؼشبء ِغ سػبرٗ ِضً  -

، Atedius (Statius silv.2,4.4) Meliorأر١ذ٠ٛع١ٍ١ّٛس ،(silv.1,5. 10 )Claudius EtruscusStatiusولاٚد٠ٛعأرشٚعىٛط

، ٚروش عزبر١ٛط (Grypus(plotius silv.4,9.51ٚثٍٛر١ٛعغش٠جٛط)Statius silv.4,6. 3)NoviusVindexٔٛف١ٛعف١ٕذو١ظ

 Statiusػ١ٗ ولاٚد٠ٛعأرشٚعىٛط، أٔٗ ثّٕبعجخ الأزٙبء ِٓ ثٕبء ؽّبَ ولاٚد٠ٛط اٌغذ٠ذ. إِبعجخ ئؽذٜ ؽفلاد اٌؼشبء اٌزٞ دػبٖ ٌٙب س

silv. 1 Pr.31; silv.1.5)  (. 
76

غغطظ أطٍك ػٍٝ اؽذٜ ِىبرجٗ اعُ أطٛس اوش أْ الإِجشء ِٓ ِٕبصٌُٙ ثأِبوٓ ش١ٙشح، ٚرُاأػزبد اٌشِٚبْ اٌّضمفْٛ رغ١ّٗ أعض -

 ..Syracusaeوٛصاع١ش
77

- Suet. Dom. 14 – 4.  
78

- Tectumaugustum,ingens,non-centuminsignecolumnis, 

sedquantaesuperoscaelumqueAtlanteremissosustentarequeant.  (Statius Silv.4.2.18-02) 
79

- hiccumRomuleosprocerestrabeataqueCaesaragminamillesimuliussitdiscumberemensis. (Stateus 

Silv.4.2. 32-)33 
80

- Mart., EP. 7-56; 8.36  
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