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Abstract 
Community Culture Driving Illegal Iimmigration; A Study In Applied 

Anthropology 

By Salwa Elsayed Abdalkader 

The illegal immigration is an important issue; as a phenomenon 
where intervenes many parties inside and outside Egypt. It is also a 
problem; because of the immigrants suffering and the dangers in both transit 
and receiving countries, as well as their families suffering in their origin 
countries; because of unsafe conditions faced by immigrants and that may 
destroy their lives. The main objective is to shed light on this phenomenon 
in Egypt; through  a local community which known as having a high level 
of illegal immigration.This research relied on an anthropological field study 
in the village of “Burj Rasheed” in Bohira governorate,  and used several 

tools; working directory, simple and in-depth interview, observation, and 
informants. The results based on three theoretical frameworks; 
Malinowski’s cultural needs theory, human capital theory, and social capital 

theory. The main  results are;                   
-The main reasons of illegal immigration in “Burj Rasheed” are 

primarily economic in nature  
-There are other non-economic reasons such as; the desire to be free from 
the constraints of culture and community, as well as the desire to get rich 
quickly and simulation. 
-successful immigration may contribute to satisfy basic needs of both 
immigrants, and their families 
- The community culture support_ to a great extent_ illegal immigration  
- There are positive effects of illegal immigration, particularly with regard to 
a successful trip, as well as negative effects with regard to unsuccessful trip.  

                                      
1 Piddington, Ralf(1957) “Malinowski’s theory of needs” In; Firth, R.(ed.) man & culture, 

Routledge &Kegan Paul limited, NY : 33-51. 
2 Danesh, H.B. (2011). Human Needs Theory, Conflict, and Peace: In Search of an 
Integrated Model. In D. J. 
Christie (Ed.), Encyclopedia of Peace Psychology. Hoboken, New Jersey: Wiley-Blackwell 
available at; 
https://www.academia.edu/6985348/Human_Needs_Theory_Conflict_and_Peace 
3Danielsen, Gert (2005) Meeting Human Needs, Preventing Violence: Applying Human 

Needs Theory to the Conflict in Sri Lanka, USAL : 2-3 available at; 
http://www.cnvc.org/sites/cnvc.org/files/NVC_Research_Files/NVC%20and%20Violence
%20Prevention/Danielsen2005.pdf  
4 Piddington, Ralf(1957): 33-51. 
5Fitzsimons, Patrick,(2016) Human Capital Theory and Education, James Cook University, 
Townsville City, QLD, Australia: retrived from 

http://www.cnvc.org/sites/cnvc.org/files/NVC_Research_Files/NVC%20and%20Violence%20Prevention/Danielsen2005.pdf
http://www.cnvc.org/sites/cnvc.org/files/NVC_Research_Files/NVC%20and%20Violence%20Prevention/Danielsen2005.pdf
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