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Abstract
Poetry as a Source for Western Carolingian History in the Ninth Century: The Poem
""The Wars of the City of Paris' as a Model.
By Khaled Abdel Badie Radwan Mahmoud

The poem of Bella parisiacae urbis is one of the most important Carolingian poems of the
ninth century AD. It deals with the Norman's siege news for Paris (885- 886 A D) and their
wars for ten years later with King Odo (888- 897 A D). The author of this poem is "Abbon",
that we know only that he was a monk at the monastery of St. Germain- de- Prés, which is
located in one of Paris suburbs. He moved from his monastery to the interior of the city when
the Normans surrounded and besieged it for nearly a year. Then "Abbon™ saw the acts of this
siege, and recorded it with patience in his poem. Therefore, this poem came like a daily
newspaper. The importance of this poem, therefore, as a contemporary source of the events of a
dark and turbulent period in the life of the Carolingian Kingdom, is clear.
Keywards: Medieval Latin Literature - Odo — Abbon - Poem of the Paris Wars - The Normans-

Carolingians.

;;\.ub.ﬁ\ eal gA

2020 535321520 o O ouad e Amala & IV DS sl and LB ) A ol B sl 8 sl 3 5 S8 k¥
Vel aaill 8 e en g Al LUK ;) gy CilS
(1)Abbon, Le Siége de Paris par les Normands, 2"°™ ed. Paris, 1964.
sed B 52 gil) Ll i Gl sl g ay slaall Glaaly Gl Cus ol sanal e Gl Y1 o sal) e A ol adies
ok ADle ) and Leials Lemany Y A jea A dalad
Abbonis Bella Parisiacae Urbis, Liber 111, Poetae Latini Aevi Carolini, tome IV, ed., Winterfeld, Berlin, 1899,
pp. 116- 121;
okl A i) dea Sl (8 "ASE Lea Lt o Jls A e g adle A g Ll Gl sV L) LS sl o Y sl
The Bella parisiacae urbis of Abbo of Saint-Germain-des-Prés, trans. Nirmal Dass, Paris- Leuven- Dudley:
Peeters, 2007, pp. 2- 3; Lendinara, Patrizia, the Third book of the Bella Parisiacae Urbis by Abbo of Sain-
Germain-des-Pres and its old english gloss, Anglo- Saxon England, 15 (1986), pp. 73- 89 (Also:
www.cambridge.org: https://doi.org/10.1017/S0263675100003690); idem, A Difficult School Text in Anglo-
saxon England: the third book of Abbo's Bella Parisiacae Urbis, Leeds Studies in English, 37 (2006), pp. 321-
342..cy 8 e Jaeay g QS 8 Ay all Y Gl Lagan i Gl 58Y) (il
The Bella parisiacae :¢) s leans ¢ Gub @y a" saall 43 jalad) dea 3 Nirmal Dass s Jles Juary) <l ol (2)
IS s Lass ¥ Al 5 Aad 3l ga s il e JU 13 Gad 238 W) il e curbis of Abbo of Saint-Germain-des-Prés.
+(N°13833) ads comly Auiha gl AnSall d aa g Al clgusdi ddasadall Y las ) Gaes sl
Jled (B Lyt il ) an il W 13 Hsda o "SB " Clag atigde e ela "l Gl Nl e Claslae (e 4dai L S (3)
oo Om oub Jbas (U GLE U Y oS " o o= ik s LLoire il Seine cuudl (5oe m paniy puage 8 Alle 2
colill Lgilef y cianal 8 5a¥) jlaudl Jad cps 897 diw (531 00 Gleus Ghu L Aisuledi 553 2 8 (S Al 4dl 5 <886 885
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Abbon, Le siege de Paris par les Normands, intro., V- VI, pp. 3, 5; Cartulaire générale de Paris, tome 1 (528-
1180), ed. R. de Lasteyrie, Paris, 1887, p. 82, n. 60, Recueil des historiens de la France: obituaires de la
province de sens, tome 1, pt.1, Paris, 1902, p. 253, n. 1; The Bella parisiacae urbis of Abbo of St-Germain-des-
Prés, trans. Dass, p. 1.
& Bella dad slae) Juad call T e Abbon, p. 11 @bl gaiy danadll Plgiul S proelia dbad "gl' aaaiul (4)
LYY L Lo (3831 5 Banalll LAY) o giall (8 Cun g Mg ccng a Siad
el Ui sall sl cui o€ sl gy ol s a860 diw ol "ol Ay Abbon, Le Siege de Paris, intro., p. VIII. (5)
Gus o885 daw Anadl ol jlas oL UL (IS il <883 5 882 iiw m pmb Ao WS (e My 2866 diw b el
Aanl g SN 5 ) b Jasaall JLS pe Goa (s 4y 0888 ) 8 29 G dlle o Bl 7z & laygill aa 85 jaLdl 43y glay
me (e OINN 5 ALl Glad W gas o898 iy allae (B Ags .a807 Aiu b ame Ale Sl e 3855 (2927 -897)
14987 i (e Ay Lusi b Ll a1 43S 3l @ gle Jgf S " sa gl o gyl
Favre, Edouard, Eudes: Comte de Paris, Paris, 1920, pp. 6- 15 ff; Riche, Pierre, The Carolingians: A Family
Who Forged Europe, trans. M. Allen, Pennsylvania: University of Pennsylvania, 1993, pp. 232- 238.
.Chant. 2, p. 113 : kil ."lalle aad J13 Y Ga " sa sl oli o "panadll dles 3" 5" (lad (6)
(7)Maclean, Simon, Kingship and Politics in the Late 9th Century: Charles the Fate and the End of the
Carolingian Empire, Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2003, 55- 56.
(8)See the details in: De Jong, Mayke, The Empire that was always Decaying: The Carolingians (800- 888), in,
Medieval Worlds: Comparative & Interdisciplinary Studies, vol. 2, Vienna: Austrian Academy of Sciences
Press, 2015.
(9)Riché, Pierre, L empire carolingien, Paris, 1994, p. 301, Coupland, Simon, The Rod of God's Wrath or
the People of God' Wrath ? The Carolingian Theology of the Viking Invasions, "Journal of Ecclesiastical
History" 42 (1991), pp. 537 ff.
(10)Paschase Radbert, Expositio in Lamentationes Jeremiae, ed. Migne, P L. tome 120, Paris, 1852, col. 1059
ff; le texte est traduit: Lot, "La grande invasion normande de 856- 862" Bibliothéque de I" Ecole des Chartres
69 (1908), pp. 14- 15; D haenens, Albert, Les invasions normandes. Une catastrophe? Paris: Flammarion,
1970, pp. 84- 85.
(11)Flodoard, Histoire de I"église de Reims, trad. Guizot, Paris, 1824, 4, ch. 5, pp. 493- 494.
oo Cela Ale o ddBasay) cdlall alank o) el e 35S sanadll b cuslall sl 55 Abbon, Chant. 1, p. 15. (12)
e e oSy Lail g 1Al (I s g il s eladgdll jed cagem Isl g LAl () sngndl aal g3 cEgl 3 e el
A e Ll cn A Alle e glayll adles o 158 Cpfaadl (i 34l
Sawyer, Peter, Kings and Vikings: Scandinavia and Europe AD 700- 1100, London & New York: Methuen &
Co. Ltf, 1982, p. 80; Musset, "L origine de Rollon", pp. 383- 387; Crouch, David, The Normans: The History of
the Dynasty, London: Hambledon continuum, 2002, pp. 2 ff.
Alladl) daliall & (558 —511) palad oaibs el cllall 4l ¢y jb 8 AiSanll 3 oY) aal 8 (5 60 Gl Ol (13)
Sainte- i la 158 Glu e aul Jes Ay (SAragosse (Aad ol Ciwid sl LWE g gl AR5 coub A (e
salgs smalll o il g I ALl ) gimay 2756 diw (g 02 Glepa Gl Gl 4t ) @l s («Croix- Saint-Vincent
bl dedd Jeay Bdie pall jlad ool HLE
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Gerhards, Agneés, Dictionnaire historique des ordres religieux, Paris, 1998, p. 526.
OS ddiay an o 4y cdih e g sl drpiae CalS 22D 5 Bl g saill dind 50 o (420 —347) asmn cesnl Hs Lael (14)
alis Ge Al 0 ae pyma puadll Gllad taal L peaall QUL Albidl 3 Leie sl s Ll sda a4l a ¢gaaid (gl
=296 = (30 :22) ilba s cleds Los 11 (a <2018 ¢y ,ni€uy) G ye 1o alal Iz ¢ s me Une Ua gy Guill ey jad callasi
¢ slall Lin gy (WYY dan i cadldl siel 1 ki) 8ol e b L) QB QUSH 2 s Al 0 A o s ol o) Guadll (1S5 4298
I icigom 2 cglall Uagy tdaa 5 odi) dbae :laad g €104 =103 58 45 26 —19 a 1991 G ball o ichig,m 4k
298 =277 L= ¢(6) S 1z 2006 3 pidl)
: kil (4405 22 —348) Prudentius (s ssiins s sl 5 <(a395 —310) AUSONIUS (s 555l (s spamd Jia (15)
Sivan, Hagith, Ausonius of Bordeaux: Genesis of a Gallic Aristocracy, London- New York: Routledge, 1993,
pp. 1- 6; Ferrandi, Etienne, La lutte contre le paganism dans I'oeuvre de Prudence, MA. thesis, Université
d"Aix-Marseille, 2016/ 2017, pp. 8- 12.
sall sl e Aul 0 a8 L eDld) Gueldd) (Al LG Jled bl ge asl (439 JE -360) SUS sl sl (16)
s Gl 3w sne QUSS A glxie cilla <De nuptiis philologige et Mercurii o Uae s b sl sl &1 55 — s Leisie cdaul)
opanll 2 Gsaosal cdim e taal el QUSI Al )l 3eaiS clgilanie (B AU a3 F 5 L augll ) sasll Jish
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Gy <109 =108 L= «1993¢cne 1 b8l (auld s
O'Sullivan, Sinead, "Martianus Capella and the Carolingians", in Studies in Medieval Word and Image, in
Honor of Jennifer O Reilly, ed., E. Mullins & D. Scully, Cork: Cork University Press, 2011, pp. 28- 38.
Ll Sla el paeh WO A cpilhge (525 —470) Boethius cusiusg (5575 —480 2x) Cassiodrus cmseslS oS (17)
iasd (e pe LagiSal g Aan Jill g el 17381 50 3 _00Y) Lo 5 ¢ SuadISH N (S (pa dpaall Aan iy Sy Lald 85 . 530
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