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Abstract
The Emergence and Development of the Feminist Press in the Center of
Ottoman Empire (1869-1921).A Historical Study

By Nadia Yaseen Abed

The press appeared in the Ottoman Empire during the second half of the nineteenth
century in response to the requirements imposed by the change of the situations of the state at
that stage. The feminist press took its place among the newspapers in conjunction with the
attention devoted to the issue of women, and discussed all the topics related to women and their
status. The feminist press was able to put their mark on the cultural, social and economic life of
women, and prepared for the change of their political status with the end of the Ottoman
Empire and the beginning of the Turkish Republic.

The research aimed to study the history of the feminist press published in the Ottoman
language (Old Turkish) at the center of the Ottoman Empire, from the emergence of the first
feminist newspaper to the collapse of the Ottoman Sultanate. The topic was covered through
four axes; the first give a general idea of press in the Ottoman Empire, the second was about the
emergence of feminist press, its development through the third axis, while the fourth dealt with
the most important topics that the feminist press during the specified period of research.
Through the research, we tried to provide an answer of many questions such as what are their
goals? What is the nature of women's contribution in it? We also sought to give a good idea
about the most important intellectual theses in the feminist press and the debates that raised on
it.

Keywords: Feminist press, Women's rights, Ottoman Empire, Sultan Abdilhamid II,
Unionists.
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194¢a (il aadl ¢ Ly L )
®) Quoted in: Niyazi Berkes, The Development of Secularism in Turkey, McGill University Press, Montreal, 1964, p.126.
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(DErol Baykal, The Ottoman press 1908-1023, University of Cambridge, p.18.
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WOUgur Akbulut , Osmanli Basin Tarihine Bir Kataki: Gazetelerin Yayinlanma Amaglarin Uzerine 1831-1876, Turkish
Studies, Ankara, Vol. 8, 2013, s.41.
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T1oa Gl saad cae Gl 2ai 19

5) J1289 ke 24 132 sy 5 (o872 Gin [ss 13) (oo sl) L1288 Gxim 1 el 58 cJsnlind e’ 17
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@)Niyazi Berkes, Op.Cit, p.260.
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@ frvin Cemil Schick, Print Capitalism and Women’s Sexual Agency in the Late Ottoman Empire, Comparative Studies
of South Asia, Africa and the Middle East, VOL.31, Issue 1, 2011, p.200;
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®O1bid, pp. 42-43.
BDIbid, p.40; Selim Ahmetoglu, From the Unionist Actualité to the Mass Popularity: Sehbal (1909-1914), Master thesis,
Bogazi¢i University, 2007, p.12.
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®9See: Erol Baykal, Op. Cit., p.43.
®9Tugba Karaman, Recasting Late Ottoman Women: Nation, Press and Islam (1876-1914), Doctor thesis, Manchester
University, 2016, p.106.
®7) Ceren Aygiil, Change in the Status of Turkish Women During the Ottoman Modernization and Self- Evaluation of
Women in Kadinlar Dunyasi of 1913, Master thesis, Middle East Technical University, Turkey, 2010, p.41.
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“®Ayse Zeren Enis, Op.Cit, pp.32-33.
@7 Vuslat Devrim Altinéz, The Ottoman Women's Movement: Women's Press. Journals. Magazines and Newspapers
from 1875 to 1923, Master thesis, Miami University, USA, 2003, pp.11-12.
“8Quitted in: Ayse Zeren Enis, Op.Cit, p.34.
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Dergisi, Cilt: 4, Sayt: 3, 2015, 5.745-769.
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®Dyuslat Devrim Altindz, Op.Cit, p.14; Ozge Demirel, 19. Yiizyilda Osmanli Basininda Kadinin Temsili: Hanimlara
Mahsus Gazete Uzerinden Bir Degerlendirmy, Yiiksek lesana tezi, Marmara Universitsi, Turkye, 2020, s. 62.
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