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Abstract

Hermeneutics in Talmud (Gematria and Notarius as a model) 

By Alaa Tayseer Ahmed Mahdi 

The rabbinical sages were interested in interpreting the text of Old Testament, and in their 

interpretive approach they relied on several methods to interpreting the text of Old Testament: 

1- Diving a word into two or more words  

2- Changing the letters of a word  

3- Adding prefixes and suffixes to a word  

4- Changing the diacritics of a word  

They set the rules and methods for the investigation and exact determination of the 

meaning of the Scriptures, they called it Talmudical hermeneutics, which were limited to seven, 

in the end it reached thirty two rules. 

We try to identify some of the Talmudical hermeneutics developed by Rabbinic sages, and 

how did Amoraim (Jewish scholars of the period from about 200 to 600 CE) apply these rules? 

And were Rabbinic sages influenced by interpretation of Aristotle or Philo?  

The study deals with only to rules: Gematria ( numerical value to a word) and  Notarius 

(The word acronym). 

Key words: Talmud -  Hermeneutics – Gematria - Notarius 
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https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jew
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 Daniel Luckenbill, Ancient Records of Assyria and Bablylonia, vol.2 university of Chicago press, 1927 , pp. 43,65 
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 Juan Acevedo, Alphanumeric Cosmology form Greek into Arabic, Mohr Siebeck 2020 pp.40,41  
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 Tzahi, Weis: Sefer Yesirah and its context: other Jewish voices 
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https://books.google.com.eg/books/about/Sefer_Ye%E1%B9%A3irah_and_Its_contexts.html?hl=ar&id=QKJVDwAAQBAJ&redir_esc=y
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https://www.britannica.com/biography/Cyrus-the-Great
https://www.sefaria.org/Jeremiah.9.9?lang=he&with=Rashi&lang2=he
https://www.sefaria.org/The_Midrash_of_Philo.17.1.1?lang=he&with=all&lang2=he
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Sol Steinmetz,The dictionary of Jewish usage: a guide to the use of Jewish terms, 2005, article Notarikon. ---------------

-------------------------(https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-andmaps/notarikon) 
43

 

אקהשבתמסכתעלחננאלרבינופירוש

https://www.sefaria.org/Rabbeinu_Chananel_on_Shabbat.105a.1?lang=he  
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 Plutarch, The life of Cato the younger, published in vol VIII of Loeb Classical Library edition 1919.   
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https://www.encyclopedia.com/religion/encyclopedias-almanacs-transcripts-andmaps/notarikon
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A2%D9%86_%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%83%D8%B1%D9%8A%D9%85
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%A8%D9%82%D8%B1%D8%A9
https://ar.wikipedia.org/wiki/%D8%B3%D9%88%D8%B1%D8%A9_%D8%A2%D9%84_%D8%B9%D9%85%D8%B1%D8%A7%D9%86
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