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Abstract

Amir silah, grand master of the armour, it consists of two terms which
are amir that is used as a name of a post or referring to an order or rank or a
honorary title as it was appeared with these designations in monumental
inscriptions upon the Islamic monuments. While the other term is silah,
weapon, which is a fighting instrument and it is masculine which can be
feminized™ .

This language formula is different from other Mamlik posts' formulas,

which composed of the title amir such as amir dawadar® °, amir ra's

naWba(s), amir bazindér(4). The title amir is added to the name of silah,
weapon instrument, while those other titles have the word amir which is
added to the name of the post(s) (pen-box holder , dawadar , chief of the
corps,ra's nawba, treasurer, hazindar).
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Before the Mamluk Period

The post of amir silah was known during the Fatimid period (358-
567/969-1171),but the title of the one who is in charge of carrying the
caliph's sword was addressed as Aamil al-saif and not amir silah. During the
Fatimid period, office holders connected with army and belonged to the
mamlik caste were called "men of swords" or arbab al-suyif. They were
nine posts. The fifth post was the holder of the caliph's sword (AZamil al-
saif). It should be mentioned that this is known as al-saif al- has which was
carried with the caliph during the ceremonies where also al-mazalah was
carried , this caliph's sword had decorations from gold inlaid with jewels,
this sword had a great emir, Aamil al-saif ,who carried it for the caliph
during banquets @.

While the seventh post was the holder of the weapon, Aamil al-
silah ,around the caliph in the banquets . Those officers were referred to
them according to their costumes as al-rakabiyah and also subiyan al-rakab
al-haas who later referred to them during the Mamlik period as al-
siahdariyah® and fabardariyah® . So that during the banquets of the
caliph, those al-rakabiyah™® carried weapons from fizanit al-silah, and
moved around the caliph; carrying swords, arrows and flags. While the
caliph's sword was taken out from al-Aizanah and was carried by the Aamil
al-saif or the sword bearer who walked to the left of the caliph while al-
rakabiyah walked behind him to guard him against any attacks ©.

There was a private sword ,al-saif al-has, which was among the
imperial equipments which were associated with the great baquets.This
sword was carried with the caliph during the banquets , it was decorated
with gold and inlaid with jewels. This sword had an emir who was one of
the greatest emirs , he carried it when the caliph was found in banquets ©.

It should be mentioned that after the Fatimid period, during the Ayytibid
(564-648/1171-11250)and Mamlik periods; when the sultan sat at Dar al-
‘adl; sword-bearers, al-siahdariyah , robe-bearers,gamdariyah and
bodyguards or select retinuem,al-@d,sikz‘yah stood behind him as guards.
Also during the Banquets and ceremonies as his ascending to throne or the
two feasts, they always accompanied him®. During the Ayyiibid period ,the
title of amir silah was found but the title Aamil al- saiyf was also used.®

During the Mamlik period

The posts of the Mamlik kingdom underwent very considerable
changes under the rule of the Mamliiks, so that at first they had been taken
over the Ayytbids but under Mongol influence especially during the reign
of Baibars al-Bunduqdari (658-676A.H/1260-1277A.D), new offices were
introduced which partiall%/ replaced those in use since the Ayytibids without
abrogating them entirely®®.
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Since the beginning of the period of sultan Baibars al-Bunduqdari till
the end of the reign of al-Nasir Muhammad®?, those effects were
widelyspread and it's no wonder that this happened due to that Mamluks
were from Middle Asia, so we can see that the new military regime which
was established by sultan al-Zahir Baibars, were greatly influenced by the
military Mongolians re%ime, he built a new strong Mamltk army to
confront the Crusaders.®

The military ranks, posts and titles which were introduced by sultan
Baibars in the army were very similar to those found in the Mongolian
army™ as amir silah , ra's nawba al-nitb, amir maglis*®, and also the posts
which didn't have military nature as al-sagi , al-siahdariyah®™ .

Each post of those posts were entrusted to one person or several people
as the Mongolians patterns during Gingiz [{dn(m) , S0 that the post of amir
silah was found at the Mongols who was known as ,Qurgi, who carried the
bows and arrows and other arms which were presented to Mongolian
soldiers and leaders during battles™".

It should be mentioned that the Mongolians were spread in Egypt and
Syria during the Bahri Mamlak period, their customs and traditions were
widely spread. Despite the care of al-Sultan al-Zahir Baibars to recruit those
Mongols to Egypt weither by buying or by migration, and he allocated
special areas for them in order that no to be mingled with the Egyptians but
this didn't prevent the Mongolians effects to be found in different aspects as
military, political, social effects“®).

This military-administrative function have a long history in the Islamic
world, going back to the days of the Great Sulgiq sultans, whose state
organisation followed early Persian and ‘Abbasid models. According to
Nizam al-Mulk, Siasat-nama, describing the state of the Sulgik state, lists
al-silahdar as one of the trusted persons in the sultan's palace who was
directly responsible to the person of the sultan, and as chief of the army's
arsenal, zard hanah, where the armour and weapers were stored, al-silaadar,
had a military unit under his command and the responsibility of carrying the
sultan's weapon®

So we can say at the beginning of the Mamik period , the Mamliks
retained the same title of al-sila idar which was found at the state of Sulgtk
state, but it in its Arabic form amir silah who was later one the nine most
important office holders in the Mamlik state and ranked among the emirs of
thousand, mir alf, which was the highest rank in the military echelon®.

According to Ibn Tagribirdi ®® who mentioned that: ‘

( CL ‘):\A‘ ‘;ug c)\h)\u AdaA)
( He made him his sila h/dar which means amir silah)

He explained that the post of amir silah had previously a form which
was totally different than Ibn Tagribirdi's period( 813-874A.H/ 1410-1470
A.D) which means that during his period; amir silah was one of the great
posts after al-amir al-kabir®. Also al-Magqrizi supported this opinion as
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Masalik al-Absar®and gave him the title the lofty authority, al-ganab al-
alr. al-Qalgasandi mentioned that al-si/aidar was a weapon holder who
carried the weapon around the caliph in ceremonies and these who held this
post were referred to them as al-rakbiyah according to their customs and
also subyan al-rikab al- Aas whom we referred now days as al-silahdar®.
Ibn Tagribirdt also mentioned that® ;
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( During which Emir Qaglis Ibn ‘Abdullah amir silah has died... so al-Sulan

gave his lq¢a ‘which is imrat mi'ah upon Emir Satlamas al-‘Ala't , Qaglis

was one of great persons of al-Diyar al-Misiya , at that time amir silah

wasnot of the rank during our period , so that his duty to carry sultan's

weapon and gave him at the war's day ,and sacrifice feast , and he sat at his
rank .)

So at the beginning of the Mamlik period some wumara' silah was
sometimes entitled as amir silah or can be entitled as silahdar as Saif al-din
QuH(ZG), Saif al-din Baktumur al-BubkrT(27),San al-din Kustaty @8)Gaif al-din
Qaglis®®, Baha' al-din Aslam®.Those umara’ silah were also entitled as
silaAdar which made little confusion.

Sources mentioned that some of the offices which were introduced by
Baibars al-Bunduqdari has indeed existed previously but their nature was
considerably altered during his reign; so that under Baibars,amir silah's
function was the supervision of al-silahdariyah as well as conveying the
arms to the sultan in battle and on other occasions such as the feast of
sacrifice, 9d al-adha, which means at that time the post of amir silah didn't
carry the high dignity which it later reached under the Circassians ,i.e, the
right to sit as head of left handside, ra's al-maysarah in the sultan's
presence. That later function was under Baibars reserved for al-atabik and
under al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawiin reserved for chief of the corps ,ra's
nawbat al-umara"

al-‘Umari who lived during the reign of sultan al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn
Qalawiin mentioned in his chancellery Masalik al-Absar fi Mamalik al-
Amsa®? the post of amir silah as one of the great posts of Men of
sword,arbab al-suyif
al-Niyabah, al-higgabah, imrat gandar, al-ustaddariyah, Imrat silah, al-
dawadariyh, nigabat al-gais.

Lists were given by Qalqaéandi(33) who lived in the reign of sultan
Mu'ayyad Sath and al-Sahamawi® who lived during the reign of sultan
Barsbay,altogether showing different order of the posts which had direct
connexion with army, Men of sword, arbab al-suyiif ,although it was not yet
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the one stabilized as will be during the Circassian period; na'ib al-
Saltana® or vice-sultan or viceroy , atabik al- %sakir®®, ra's nawbat al-
umara', amir maglis , amir silah , amir a[n'n’m).

At the close of the Bahri period, the order of the offices were®®:
commander in chief, atabik al- @sakir, chief of the corps, ra's nawbat al-
umara', grand master of the armour ,amir silah, lord of the audience, amir
maglis.

In the Circassian period, the sources usually mentioned seven posts in a
fixed order; chief of the corps ,atabik al- @sakir, grand master of the armour
amir silah, lord of the audience , amir maglis, master of stables, amir afar,
so that the first four posts were fixed for the whole Circassian period®®.

So we can say the office of amir silah is a military post.It was in a high
rank at early Mamlik period but later during the Bahri Mamlak period.It
was retarded in the fifth rank among the military posts of the state then
again later it was one of the very important posts during the Circassians
period. It was one of military offices which officiated to higher rank emir.
He was among the masters of swords, arbab al-suyif?. It was always
occupied by amir mi'ah mugaddam alf. *?

Although the rank of amir maglis was at the first Mamluk period ,
superior to that of grand master of the armour, amir silah, neither of them
was of great significance at that time. At the Circassian period, lord of the
audience amir maglis though inferior to grand master of the armour, amir
L(vllizl)db,but was third in importance among the highest amirs of the kingdom.

The holders of the most important posts of the state were selected from
among those emirs , whose total number were twenty four , nine of whom
were office-holders as®: commander-in-chief,azabik al- @sakir,grand
master of the armour,amir silah, lord of the audience,amir maglis,grand
dawadar,dawadar kabir, grand master of the stable,amir a fuir kabir,chief of
the corps of Mamluks,ra's nawbat al-niwb ,grand chamberlain , Aagib al-
huggab, grand treasurer Aazindar kabir, and leader of the Egyptian pilgrim's
caravan , amir hagd™®.

The total of twenty four were fixed at the time of redistribution of
Egyptian land conducted by al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawan. At the days
of al-Qalgasandi (756- 821A.H/ 1355 -1418A.D), their number varied
between eighteen and twenty; five among when were included the governor
of Alexandria and governors at Northern and Southern Egypt“®

According to al-‘Umari and al-Qalqasandi , amir silah was one of
princedoms of hundred and emirs of thousand , al-umara' al-muqddamin,
during the reign of al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawan which means that
amir silah was amir mi'ah mugaddim alf who occupied the highest posts in
the state .

During the third reign of al-Nasir Muhammad ibn Qalawin till the end
of the reign of al-Asraf Sa‘han ibn Husain(764-778A.H/ 1362-1376A.D),
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there were 24 mugaddim, then afterwards they were 18 or 20 mugaddim®“®.
On 908 A.H /1502-1503 A.D; al-sultan Qansuh decided that al-mugaddmin
would be amir mugaddim alf*” . Then later on Muharram 920 A.H/
1514A.D, the number was 27 without the post of amir silah so that it was
vacant since Stidun al-*Agami on 917 A.H/ 1511A.D. “®
On Muharram 922 A.H/February 1516 A.D, princedoms of hundred

and emirs of thousand , al-umara’ al-mugaddmin ,were 26 amir mugadim
alf where arbab al-waza'if were six as al-atabik amir kabir, amir maglis,
amir ajar kabir, al-dawadar, ra's nawbat al-nab, hagib al-huggab,
dawadar kabir added to ustadarivah al- @liyah and kasf al-kasaf, also post
of amir silah was vacant. ¥

Grand master of the armour,amir silah, was presented during the
banquets and ceremonies of the sultan's ascending to throne , with al-
mazalah holder who was one of the great amirs. Grand master of the armour
,amir silah ,held the sultan's weapon and then the sultan bestowed upon al-
mazalah holder, Aamil al-gatr®®, %rand master of the armour ,amir silah
and grand majordomo, al-ustadar®™

As what occurred on Tuesday 23rd Sawwal 702A.H / May 1302A.D,
when al-Sultan al-Nasir Muhammad arrived Cairo , all people came out to
watch him till he arrived Bab al-Nasir so all people came out to watch him
till he arrived Bab al-Nasir so all the emirs walked to him and the first one
who walked was al-amir Badr al-din Biktas al-Fahri amir silah to carry the
weapon of al-sultan . Then al-sultan ordered him to ride his horse and carry
the weapon due to his old age , but Badr al-din refused to ride and he
walked carrying al-sultan weapon and al-amir Mubariz al-din Sawar al-
RAmMT amir Sikar® carried al-qubah and al-tay*®® upon the head of al-
sultan and other emirs walked according their rank and each carried his
instrument®. This means that during the Bahri period, the post of grand
master of the armour ,amir silah, didn't have the high dignity which it
reached under the Circassians which was the right to sit on the head of the
left handside, ra's al-maysarah in the sultan's presence. ®*

al-Sulfan Barqiiq nominated Qtlinbuga al-Kuka'ty amir silah as hagib
al-puggab on 9™ Da-l-Higgah 783A.H/25"™ Febrauary 1381A.D, which
means at that time the post of amir silah was less than the post of
Chamberlain, Auggubiyah®®.

Mamliik sources mentioned the place of sitting of grand master of the
armour, amir silah, and his high position during the Circassian period ; that
when Yalbuga al-Nasiri returned from his exile at Damascus on
784A.H/1383A.D during the reign of sultan al-Salih Haggi, so al-atabik
Barqiiq received him and walked to him and gave him princedom of
hundred emir of thousand , imrat mi'ah and taqtuma alf, he sat on left
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hanside,ra's maisarah,above “Ala' al-din Altanbuga amir silah because
before exilation Yalbuga was amir silah on the rank of emir of thousand,
mugaddim alf. ®”

After al-sultan al-Asraf Barsbay arrested al-amir al-kabir Baibuga Ibn
°Abdullah al-Muzzafri then released him on Thursday 21%Di-1-gi Yah
831A.H/ 12" August 1427A.D; he gave him again princedom of hundred
emir of thousand, imrat mi'ah w-taqgdumat alf and nominated as lord of
audience, amir maglis, whose position at al-sultan to sit on the second place
at the right hand side under commander-in-chief, atabik al- askr or al-amir
al-kabir but Baibuga sat on the left handside above Inal al-Gakmi amir silah
because Baibuga was once previously atdbik al-%skr and Inal al-Gakmi
amir silah was one of al-saifiyah®, and he was a Mamlik of one of his
fellows inservitude and liberation, Ausdasiyah®. So actually by sitting
above amir silah this means that his rank was greater than the rank of al-
amir al-kabir can't sit above amir silah except for necessity only®?.

After the nomination of all the emirs on Monday 12”‘Rag“ab 837AH /
11" February 1433A,D, all came out with robes of honours then sat on al-
mastaba where mugaddim al-mamalik sat at Bab al-Sir, waiting for the
horses which al-sultan Barsbay gave them with golden saddles and
embroided horses,kanababis zarkas. All sat on the mastaba one line so that
Inal al-Gakmi atabik al-“askr sat above them all then below him sat Agbuga
al-Timrazi amir silah then Gaqmaq amir maglis then Aagib al-hAuggab then
all rode to their houses®V.

The cortege and the friends of Gagmaq al-°Alat'y amir maglis told him
that the post of supervisor of the royal stables ,amir ahir, was better than
that at lord of audience , amir maglis or he can be nominated as grand
master of the armour , amir silah , as he can compensate the advantages of
supervisor of the royal stables , al-amir ahiiriyah® This means that the
post of lord of audience, amir maglis hasn't any materialistic benefit because
he should talk to physicians and handle the arrangement of sultan's council.
While supervisor of the royal stables ,amir ahir, should talk about the
sultan's stables which has a materialistic benefit. The post of grand master of
the armour,amir silah,is almost as lord of audience, amir maglis, where both
didn't have materialistic benefit but the post of amir silah secured careerist,
notable and privileged as be should be one of emirs of thousand , al-umara’
mugqadmin, he held weapons in ceremonies and meetings, amir silah was the
commander of the weapon-carriers of the royal Mamliks or al-mugadim of
al-silahdariyah of al-mamalik al-sultaniyah and had to be supervisor of
arms stores,Nazr haza'in al-silah hanah al-sul zanryah®® .

When al-sultan Barqiq gave Iqta® of Qaraga al-Asrafi to his son al-
Magam al-Nasir Muhammad and became from emirs of thousands ,umara’
al-ulif, on Tuesday 8"Sawwal 842 A.H/17" March 1438A.D; he sat under
Girbas al-Karim1 amir maglis and this is not the habit so that it was usual
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during the time of al-malik al-Zahir Barquq till the days of Ibn Tagribirdi
that the son of al-sultan should sit on the head of the left hand side ,ra’s
maysarah, above amir silah, al-malik al-Zahir did do this due to the
disturbance of his state and disobedience some viceroys ©¥ .

After al-sultan al-Zahir Gagmag nominated al-amir Inal al-°Ala‘y al-
dawadar al-kabir as atabik al-‘asakir on Thursday 3 Saban 849 AH /
November 1445A.D ; this made lots of troubles because al-sultan surpassed
al-amir Timraz al-Qurmasi amir silah whose post required his transportation
for his recent post directly to al-atabikiya and this is unlike the post of al-
dawadar®.

al-sultan Inal nominated his son princedom of hundred and emir of
thousand , imrat mi'a and tagddumit alf on Wednesday 10" Rabi' II
857A.H/ 9" June 1453 A.D ,then he made him sit on the head of left hand
side,ra's maysara,above Tanim lbn ‘Abdullah amir sild[](66).

During the reign of al-sulzan Saif al-Din Inal al-‘Alaiy , on Safar 858
A.H/ January 1454A.D; arbab al-waZif were al-amir al-kabir Tanbak al-
Burdbaki al-Zahiri, al-amir Husqudum al-Naisiri al-Ma'yyadi amir
silah...etc,, Gamim amir afir who sat under Husqudum al-NaisirT al-
Mu'yyadt amir silah and above the rest of the other amirs they are all emirs
of thousand ,muqadmt uliif, their number were less than half of emirs of al-
Zahir Barquq®”. This means at that time the post of amir silah was higher
than the post of amir afur .

al-sultan Husqudum ordered to get emir Tanm min “Abd al-Raziq al-
Mu'yyadi previously amir silah from Tagr Damiette on Tuesday 14" Safar
866 A,H/ 5" November 1461 A.D, and when he came the sultan ordered
him to sit above amir Qurqmas amir silah then bestowed upon him. ©®

When al-amir Qurqmas amir silah came from the prison of Alexandria
and went to the Citadel on Monday 16" Gumada 1 872 A.H./ 30" September
1467 A.D , so the sultan al-Zahir Tamrbuga al-Zahir1 stood up and embraced
him, and he sat above amir silah on his left handside then bestowed up on
his a complete stable ,kamiliva sammir, as a robe of honour then he
descended to his house®?.

Amir silah insider, hasiki, amir silah,outsider,barant

Durin% the interregnum between the Bahri and Circassian periods, at the
end of 8" and the beginning of 9™ centuries , a period marked by severe
political crises and upheavals, we find that all the important offices of the
kingdom were occupied jointly by two individuals.The purpose of such an
arrangement was, apparently, to prevent the accumulation of excessive
power in the hands of single emir bu establishing a counterpoise for each
office holder "insider”, Aasikki, while his companion was but a "partner”,
Sarik called "outsider", barrani’’™®. Tbn Tagribirdi in his account of the
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appointment of Sargitmis al-Asrafi as amir silah insider,hassiki , and of
Argun al-Ahmadi as amir kabir outsider, barrani . He then adds that thus
there were since the reign of al-Asraf Sa°ban Ibn Hussin (765-778A.H/1363-
1376A.D), there had been amir kabir private ,has ,amir kabir outsider,
barant, amir silah private, has, amir silah outsider ,barani , this is
something unheared of . ™ He said that this dualism in the same post as
private, has and outsider, barant ,reflected the fact of the position of the
emirs and the mamliiks and their relation to the sultan!® .

It is clear from this passage that these double offices no longer existed
in the days of Ibn Tagribirdi and that he unearthed their existence only
through reading about them in earlier sources .We have, in fact, found no
trace of their existence later than the first years of the 9" century .

Bodyguards and select retinue ,al- Hasikiyah, were close to al-sultan ,
who can sit in al-Iwan at dar al- Adl and they accompanied him all time, or
they could be from the mamliks of the ruling sultan, al-mwstrawat , they
were also named as insider, al-guwaniya . Outsider ,barani ,\were from the
emirs or mamliks who were not from Bodyguards and select retinue of the
sultan ,al-pasikiya of al-sulzn.Those were also named outsider,al-
hargiya™.

After the death of al-Nasir Muhammad (741A.H/1341A.D) , the chaos
spread gradually in the Mamlik military system due to the presence of weak
sultans , and at the same time the senior emirs exceeded their authority and
looked forward that's why the emirs tried to increase the number of their
mamliiks to their support in adversity despite the fact that the Mamlik
regime specified the number of Mamliks for each emir so that the high rank
which is emir of hundred commander of thousand , amir mi'ah muqaddim
alf , should not exceed one hundred mamlak has to be his private guards
and he controlled about one thousand knights during the war(".

So at this mess , the number of the Mamliik groups increased and fought
to have power ad authority and this can be proved by the succession of
twelve sultans between 742-784A.H/1341-1347A.D , and during this period,
the position of the sultanate mamliks weither insider or outsider , Aasikiya
or hargiya, whose numbers increased than the sultanate Mamluks , and their
masters allowed them obsession and promotion , that's why the two groups
hated each other . The presence of amir kabir has and amir kabir brant or
amir silah has and amir silah barani reflected the desire of the sultan to
keep the power of the post for his Aasikiya who had great numbers of
Mamliiks and tried to impose their influence by imposing the presence of
parallel posts which can be handled by their followers to be versus those
posts occupied by sultan's followers’®).

There had been many examples of those : In 769A.H/1464 A.D, Qagmas
al-Tazi was nominated amir silah hasiki and he can sit at al-iwan al-kabir at
dar al-adl , and at the same time Saif al-Din Ulgat Ibn “‘Abdullah al-Yusuft
al-Nasri who was also nominated in 769A.H/1464A.D as amir silah
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barai’”, Kuguk min Artq Sah who was nominted in 774A.H/1469A.D as
amir silah barar .

It should be mentioned Sargatma$ Ibn “Abdullah al-Asrafi who was
nominted in 775A.H/1470A.D as amir silah hasiki and he can sit at al-iwan
al-kabir at dar al- adl , Altanbuga Tatq or Altanbuga Abt Qtrah who was
also nominted in 775A.H/1470 A.D as amir silah barani at the same time of
the nomination of Sargatmas Ibn “Abdullah al-Asrafi™®

Asandamur al-Dibah al-Sargatmasi al-Nasirt who was amir silah hasiki
was nominated in 778A.H/1473A.D, and he had the right to sit on the left
handside at al-iwan al-kabir at dar al-adl™ and at the same time
Qutulbuga Garkas who was nominated as amir silah barani also in 778A.H/
1473A.D®7,

Saif al-din Taqtamur was also nominted in 779A.H/1474 A.D as amir
silah barani, Balat al-Saifi Ulgai was also nominted in779 A.H / 1474A.D
as amir silah hasiki at the same time of the nomination of Saif al-din
Taqtamur , Balat can sit at al-iwan al-kabir at dar al- adl® .

The Mamlik army

Amir silah was one of the office holders who were connected with the
Mamlik army. During the Mamliik period , the army stationed in Egypt and
constituted the main force of the mamlik kingdom.It was sometimes called
al- asakir al-islamiya® | while during military expeditions were called al-
@sakir al-sulzaniya or al-%skar al-sulzni®). The Egyptian army was
known as al- @skar al-mist7 or al- @sakir al-misrrya®?.

Aylon mentioned that the Mamlik forces stationed in Egypt were
divided into three main parts® First, The royal Mamliiks which constituted
the backbone of the Mamluk army and formed the main force in all military
expeditions .

Second category are the Mamliiks who passed into the service of the
ruling sultan from the service of other masters, mustadaman .

Third , the emirs' Mamliks , mamalik al-umara™®or agnad al-
umara'®” The troops of each amir were at first registered in the drwan al-
gays but is the days of al-Qalgasandi this arrangement was replaced by
separate lists prepared by each of the amirs who would send copies to the
diwan ®®. The emirs' Mamliks constituted no serious political factor in the
Mamlik army .

The Mamluk army has leaders , those officer was called amir®). The
rank of officer was called princedom ,imriva®or imrah®), which the
Mamliik reached by promotion gradually ©2)

Those emirs graduated from emirs of five ,amir famsa ,to emirs of ten,
amir asarah, to emirs of forty , amir arba n ,to emirs of hundred, amir
mi‘ah. They were distinguished by the numbers of the soldiers under their
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commands.They promoted to the highest rank in the army was that of amir
mi‘ah mugaddam alf, an emir entitled to akeep in his service 100 horsemen
and the number might reach 110 to 120 and to command 1000 soldiers®®,
this rank is considered the highest rank in the Mamlik army . 4)

The holders of the most important posts of the state were selected from
among those emirs , whose total number were twenty four , nine of whom
were office-holders in the Mamlik period which had direct connexion with
army and were known as swords holders, arbab al-suyif . The emirs of this
rank were close to the sultan and were called al-akabir**who hold the
highest posts and were known as the commander emirs of office holders, al-
umara’ al-mugaddmin arbab al-waza'if® because they leads the army and
prepares and trains the knights, those are arranged according to their
positions as; commander-in-chief | atabik al- @sakir ; grand master of the
armour , amir silah ; lord of the audience , amir maglis; grand dawadar ,
dawadar kabir®; grand master of the stable , amir afiir kabir; chief of the
corps of Mamliks , ra's nawbat al-nawb; grand chamberlain , hagib al-
buggdb(%); grand treasurer, Aazindar kabir, and leader of the Egyptian
pilgrim's caravan , amir hagd™.

Each emir of those emir of hundred , amir mi'ah, resembled a brief
sultan in most cases , so that each one had pen-box holder, dawadar ; chief
of the corps of Mamliks ,ra's nawba; lord of the audience, amir maglis;
master of robes, gamdariya ;grand master of the stable, amir afir ,as well
as he had households as the sultan so that the honored sultanate houses are
called Aawasil, so that during the Mamlik period , the royal palaces had
numbers of Aawasil or houses, each took care of a section from the royal
palaces' sections 9 Most houses were named by adding the term
hanah™, so that the whole meaning will be the house of something .

ese houses like vestiary, al-zisthanah™®? lumber room, al-
firashanah™®:  al-zardpanah™®, al-mathas’® and the drummer, al-
tablasanah™® As well as they had sawasil of horses stables. .. etc,. 7.

The total of twenty four were fixed at the time of redistribution of
Egyptian land conducted by al-Nasir Muhammad Ibn Qalawin, al-rawk al-
nasiri. At the days of al-Qalgasandi, their number varied between eighteen
and twenty; five among when were included the governor of Alexandria and
governors at Northern and Southern Egypt"'%®.In 827 A.H/1423A.D, there
were eleven emirs of thousand™*

In 861 A.H/1456A.D. they were eleven, In 865 A.H/1460A.D, they were
twelve; In 868 A.H/1463A.D, they were thirteen. In 877A.H/1472A.D; they
were fourteen. In 908 A.H /1502A.D till the end of the Mamliik period;
between four and twenty seven®?.

Upon the head of those emirs was the sultan who was the chief of the
state™'?, the sultan appointed a viceroy who was called vice-sultan or
viceroy of Egypt, na'ib al-sultan or na'ib al-sulfanah, who was also called
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as commander-in -chief ,atabik al- askr™?; he was the senior emir of the
Mamluk emirs who usually succeeds the sultan™®. He was sometimes
called commander-in -chief of army, atabik al-gais or atabiki al-gais or al-
atabiki™?,

It should be mentioned that al-si/ahdar has an important role in guarding
the sultans during their privacy there were many examples in which al-
silahdar Killed his sultan during Bahri Mamlak period , other examples
showed that the sultan used his siladar for killing missions.

Sources mentioned that when al-Asraf Halil went hunting in 693 AH/
1293A.D , he was accompanied behind by two silahdariyah carrying his
weapon, those were Husam al-Din Lagin and Badr al-Din Baktat al-cAla‘.
When Lagin gave the weapon to Baktat to alternate their service, suddenly
Lagin attacked al-sultan al-Asraf Halil and killed him with the
sword* . Then After words, they decided to sultanate Badr al-Bidra viceroy
of sultanate, na'ib al-saltana, but others refused that so the two groups
fought which ended by killing of Bidra by Baktumur al-silaadar who cut
his stomach and got out his liver then beheaded then Husam al-Din Lagin
escaped while the opposed emirs decided to sultanate al-Nasir
Muhammad®!®. In 694 A.H/ 1294A.D, Al-Sultan Zamn al-din Katbuga
nominated Husam al-Din Lagin al-silahdar as viceroy of sultanate, na'ib al-
sal tanah®™".

In 698A.H/1298A.D, al-silahdariya of Husam al-Din Lagin were Saif
al-din Nugai al-Karmiini and Kurgi who agreed to kill him. al-Amir Kurgi
covered al-namgah™® of the sultan then both gathered and killed him then
Nugal used al-namgih to cut Lagin's legs®*®. When al-sultan Lagin was
killed, the emirs divided into two opinions, one decided to bring al-Nasir
Muhammad to sultanate him and emir Tuggl amir silah became his na'ib;
then they decided to write to emir Bikta§ atabik al-asakir who was at Sis
with the army, they told him what happened. Other emirs decided to
Sultanate Tuggi(lzo).

Ibn Tagribirdi mentioned that in 742 A.H/1341A.D, when al-Malik
Isma“ll became Sultan, he sent emir Mangak al-Yasufi al-Nasiri al-
silahdar to al-Kark to kill al-Nasir Ahmad and cut his head then brought it
to him in Egypt™?Y.

al-Sultan al-Muzzaffar Haggi sent al-amir Mangak al-Yusufi al-silahdar
in 748A.H/ 1347A.D, to kill Yalbuga al-Yahyawi viceroy Damascus
because he disobeyed the sultan, so he killed him then cut his head and
brought it to the sultant*??,

In 754 A.H/1353A.D, The sultan decided to kill emir Tugbah amir
Mecca, because he refused the reconciliation with his brother emir Glan, so

?I_;)u'tén ordered his siladar Kasli who arrested him and tied him to Egypt.
12
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Sources mentioned that on Monday 8"Sa‘han 758A.H/20™July 1356A.D,
When al-Sultan Hasan was sitting at dar al- Adl , Qatawgaga or Baigaga
who was one of al-silahdariyah, he leapt on al-amir al-kabir Saiha and
beated him with three strokes by the sword on his head, face and arms so he
fell down. Then Qatawgaga was arrested and killed. 29
The position of amir silah throughout the classifications of the sources

The classifications of the historians present the position of amir silah as
well as his rank among the military offices during the Mamlik period.

al-‘Umart arranged the office of amir silah in his Chancellery Masalik
al-Absar fi Mamalik al- Amsar®®® in the first rank among the of great
military offices of the country .While al-Qalqasandi®®® mentioned that
arbab al-waza'if of al-umara' al-mugaddmin were 25 mugaddim. He
arranged the office of amir silah in Subh al- A<a fr Sinag at al-Insa in the
fifth rank after na'ib al-saltana ,al-atabik ,ra's al-nawbah, amir maglis.

Also al-Sahmawi 9™ A.H/ 15" A.D,mentioned that arbab al-waza'if of al-
umara' al-mugddamin are twelve mugddam, he arranged the office of amir
silah in his Chancellery "al-7agr al-Basim fi Sina @t al-Katib wa-1-
Katim®" in the fifth rank after also na'ib al-salfana, al-atabik, amir
kabir'*?® | ra's nawbah. It should be mentioned that the office of amir magdis
became in the sixth rank after amir silah which means that the office of
amir silah became more important than amir maglis during this period. The
rank of amir maglis was in the first of Mamlik period, superior to that at
amir silah. Although the rank of amir maglis was at the first Mamluk,
superior to that of amir silah ,neither of them was of great significance at
that time. At the Circassian period, the emir maglis though inferior to the
amir silah but was third in importance among the highest amirs of the
kingdom. 2%

Then the office of amir silah was the second military office among the
highest militaries offices at the Mamliik period, so that Halil al-Zahirt
arranged amir silah in his chancellery Zubdat Kasf al-Mamalik in the
second rank after al-amir al-kabir.

In the Circassian period, the sources usually mentioned seven posts in a
fixed order; atabik al- @sakir, amir silah, amir maglis, amir a/uir, so that
the first four posts were fixed for the whole Circassian period™?.

The previous classification clarify the position at amir silah during the
Mamliik period which was advanced at the very beginning then retarded ,
then went up to a high position again.

The Tasks of amir silah during the Mamliik period

According to the Mamliik sources, the primary tasks of amir silah during
the Bahri Mamlak period was totally different than the Circassian period, so
that his basic function was the supervision of al-silahdariyah as well as
conveying the arms to the sultan in battle and on other occasions“*?amir
silah was in charge of heading arsenal, silah hanah®?, and over the emirs
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of the arsenal who were called shield makers , zardkasiyah, and whose duty
was to guard the arsenal.So that he should be aware of the weapons that he
had there®™®. All the Weag)ons were entered or taken or preserved with his
orders and supervision. *

At the Circassian period,amir silah carried the high diginity as he was
one of the great posts after al-amir al-kabir;he had the right to sit at left
handside, ra's al-maysara, in the sultan's presence. “*® According to
Mamliik sources the primary tasks of amir silah were extended going out on
the head of military campaigns and the army parade .

Besides there was increase in the tasks of amir silah during the Mamluk
period to comprise some secondary tasks which have nothing to do with his
primary tasks, such as supervising the irrigation system and canal digging in
addition to erecting bridges,religious tasks as leading pilgrims and going out
in the ceremony of al-masmal®*",

Primary tasks:

According to the Mamlik sources ,the primary tasks of amir silah during
the mamlik period that he has subordinated by few officers like al-
sila/darzyah who were responsible for holding the weapons during the wars
or the army parades*®.

At the beginning of the Mamliik period , under Baibars, amir silah had a
basic function which was the supervision of al-silahdariyah as well as
conveying the arms to the sultan in battle and on other occasions such as the
feast of sacrifice, 9d al-adha, post of amir silah was at that time had a form
which was totally different than the Circassian period, so that amir silah
carried the high diginity as he was one of the great posts after al-amir al-
kabir;he had the right to sit at left handside, ra's al-maysara, in the sultan's
presence. (39

Amir silah was presented during the banquets , public appearances and
ceremonies of the sultan's ascending to throne with chute holder, al-mazalah
which was carried by one of the great amirs. Amir silah's duty was to hold
the sultan's weapon and then the sultan bestowed upon Aamil al-gatr, amir
silah and al-ustadar™® . This means that during the Bahri period, the post
of amir silah didn't have the high dignity which it reached under the
Circassian period*?,

Amir silah was in charge of heading arsenal, silah @dnah(m), and over
the emirs of the arsenal who were called shield makers, zardkasiyah, and
whose duty was to guard the arsenal.So that he should be aware of the
weapons that he had there®®. All the weapons were enteredortaken or
preserved with his orders and supervision. ¥
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There were five officers who worked under the command of amir silah
silapdariyah  Zarkasiyah Nazr  pazanat al-silah Sad  al-Zard hanah
Mu allim al-Zard Aanah
al-Silah hanah or bait al-silah

This means weapons' house or the arsenal , also it was called al-
zard sanah, which means shields' house , al-zard , or bait al-zard due to it
has shields and zard and includes kinds of armour as swords , bows , vires
,arrows. .. ,etc, various kinds of weapons, so that each hall has a certain kind
of weapons ™). At al-silah hanah,there were lots of resident makers who
repaired or renovated the shields, these makers were called zardkasiyah
which is a Persian word means the maker of shields®*®),

It should be mentioned that the Mamliiks took a great care with the
manufacture of the army's weapons , as they took care with the needed raw
materials as wood or metals , building factories which was known as al-
silahhanah or arsenal or al-zard s7anah™*")

According to al-Sahawi, al-silahhanah was also portable as he
mentioned that in 814A.H/1411A.D, when al-sultan al-Nasir Farag , went to
Damascus , he took with him the arsenal on the back of 1000camels , in
addition to his treasury and the royal kitchen 1%,

Zardkas

It is a name of a post which consists of two terms ,zard which means
shield and kas which means maker so the whole meaning is the shield maker
, the plural is zarkasiyah™®. They stayed in a large groups at al-silahhanah
or al-zardhanah as they fixed weapons , renwed the used weapons as
shields , swords , arrows , maces and sabres ....etc, % It seems that this
post wasn't occupied by an emir but he was only a maker .

Supervisor of Arms Stores ,Nazr fazanat al-silaa*>"

The holder of this office charged with supervising the arsenal and the
armament used by the army,he should control the weapons were carried
outside or inside the arsenal which was customary on a certain day®?

Sad al-Zard hanah

He was in charge of informing al-sultan with the shortage in the weapons
of the arsenal and he called the weapons' types from their destinations as
Egypt and Syria . He was the chief of al-zardkasiyyah™>. He ordred naphta
makers, al-nafayah™?* al-baridiyah™®, and al-zard sanah makers®>®)

Mu Gllim al-Zard hanah

The supervisor of al-zardzanah . He was in charge of the technical part
of al-zardsanah. He should be aware of the different material of
weaponst®?.

The role of amir silah reached its highest importance on 9"A.H /15th
A.D, and involved in leading and participation of the military
campaigns®®®.
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Military Tasks

According to Mamluk sources the primary tasks of amir silah were
extended going out on the head of military campaigns and the army parade,
in addition to his original tasks as he was in charge of heading arsenal as he
should be aware of the weapons that he had there so that all the weapons
were entered or taken or preserved with his orders and supervision.

The Secondary Tasks:

On the otherhand we can trace an increase in the tasks of the amir silah
during the mamlik period to comprise some secondary tasks which have
nothing to do with his primary tasks such as :

Social tasks

Regarding the social tasks, sources mentioned that amir silah was
authorized by supervising the irrigation system and canal digging in
addition to erecting bridges,religious tasks as going out in the ceremony of
al-masmal®® and leading pilgrims“®?.

The sultan could delegate amir silah for some opportunities, on
Muharram 714 A.H /17thApril 1314A.D, al-sultan al-Nasir Muhammad
took care of the agricultural lands of Egypt and its canals, so he delegated
many emirs to different countries of Egypt, as Saif al-Din Qult amir silah to
al-7ahawiyah and al-Asminin®®Y. On 742A.H/1341A.D, sultan delegated
Saif al-Din Arnbuga to supervise erecting a bridge near Buldq(m)

According to Mamlik sources ,amir silah played an important role
during the inundation of the Nile®®® He should be there to perform one of
the most essential traditions in this celebrations which is cutting the canal.
On 755 A.H / 1354 A.D, Saif al-Din Bizlar al-Nasiri,cut the canal while the
Nile stopped inundation. 69

Religious tasks

In addition to the previously mentioned tasks of amir silah , he was also
responsible for leading pilgrims and going out in the ceremony of al-
masmal. In this context Mamlik sources mentioned that in
707A.H/1307A.D, emir Saif al-Dini Tuggl amir silah led the pilgrimage®®.
In 713A.H/1313A.D, al-amir Saif al-din Quli amir silah was the leader of
pilgrimage®®®

The tasks of amir silah were extended to different fields as some of these
tasks were primary and connected to his job while the rest were secondary
and having nothing to do with his job and just executed upon the sultans'
requests.
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Y al-cUmari, Masalik al-Absar ff Mamalik al- Amsar, realized by Kamil Salman al-
Gabtiri, Dar al-Kutub al- “llmiyah, Cairo,1924, Vol. Ill, part VI, pp.304, 307; al-
Qalgasandi, , Subk al- A%a fr Sing at al-Insa, Cairo, 1913-1916, VI, p. 18 V, p. 426; al-
Sahmawi, al-Tagr al-Basim fi Sina‘at al-Katib-wa-1-Katim, realeased by Asraf Muhammad
Anas, Cairo., 1430 A.H/ 2009 A.D, |, p. 388; al-Basa , Hasan,al-Funiin al-Islamiyah wa-
1-Waziif ‘ala al- Azar al- Arabiyah, Cairo, 1965,1, pp. 115-173, 225-227.

*The basic function of the dawadar was the bearing and keeping of the royal inkwell.al-
Qalqasandi , Subh, 1V, pp.16-22; Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugiam al-Zahirah fi mulik Misr wa-1-
Qahirah, released by Muhammad Hussein Sams al-Din , Dar al-Kutub al- ilmiyah, Beirut, ,
1V, 1413/1992,p.571; al-Suyuti, Husn al-Muhadarah fr Aabar Misr wa-I-Qahirah ,Cairo,
I, 1881, pp.19-22;Hiba Mahmud Sa‘d; al-Dawadar fi Misr al-Mamlikiyah wa Aham
A maluh al-Mi mariyah wa-I-Faniyah, Unpublished , PH.D Thesis , Faculty of Tourism and
Hotels Management, Tourist Guidance Department, Alexandria  University,
Alexandria,2004,pp.28-37.

$According to al-Qalqasandi's definition , this amir had the charge of the Royal Mamliiks
,supervised their conduct , and executed the sultan's or the amirs' orders applying to them .
He was also responsible for the parades held by the army before it set out on an expedition
.al-Qalgasandi , Subh, IV , p.18; V, p.455; Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugam, V, p.295; Quatremere,
Histoire des Sultans Mamlouks,de I’Egypte, Paris, II, 1845, p.241;Ayalon, David ,
“Mamluk Army”, BSOAS, 11, 1954, pp.60-61

*al-hazindar had charge of the sultan's treasures , including his funds , his precious clothes
and the like. al-Subki , Mu id al-Niam , released by Muhammad ‘Al al-Naggar and Abt
Zaid Salabi , Cairo ,1948, p.26;al-Qalgasandi , Subh, IV ,p.21; Ayalon, David , Mamluk
Army,BSOAS, IIl,p.62; Samiyah'Ali Musailahi , al-Hazindar fr al- Asr al-Mamlaki ,
Historical events, Center for Research and Historical Studies , Faculty of Arts , Cairo
University , Febrauary , 2009, no.10, pp. 7- 8.

*al-Baga, Hasan ,al-Funan, |, p.225.

® al-Qalqasandi, Subh, 111, pp.472, 486 .

"al-Silahdar or al-silaidar is a name of a post which was famous during Islamic states
with a Turkish character. It consists of two terms which si/@/ or armour and dar which is a
Persian word means the holderi.e: arm-bearer; it is called for the person who holds a
weapon that is specialized for war and it belonged to the sultan. The Ottoman Turks
retained the same title under its Persian form silah-dar. al-silahdar was the chief official in
the Sultan’s chamber.This military administrative title and function was widely appeared
on the Arab monuments despite that this post was not occupied by great amirs and its
appearance annexed to the name of an amir may be referred to this amir occupied this post
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later. See:al-Nuwari., Nihayat al-Arab fi funiin al-Adab, Cairo, XXXII, 1926,p.15; al-
‘Umari, Masalik al-Absar, 111, part 6, p.293; al-Subki, Mu‘id al-Ni® am, p.34; al-
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ruled three times ,first 694AH/ 1294 AD , later he regained the rule secondly in 698-
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, Genghis Khan: Life, Death, and Resurrection, 2004 ,Bantam. pp. 254-255; Weatherford,
Jack ,Genghis Khan and the Making of the Modern World, 2005. p. 23.
22 Ayalon,David , Mamluk Army, BSOAS , Ill, pp.70 — 71; al-Satyd Fu'ad, al-Magil fi-I-
Tarth, p.255; Amitai. Reuven, Monglos and Mamluks, Cambridge Univeritys Press, 1995,
p.110
% al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat,Cairo ,released by Muhammad Zinhm ,1998, II, p.220; lbn
Tagribirdi, al-Nugam, VI, p.269
%*Nizam al-Mulk, Siasat-nama,ed.ch.Schefer,Paris ,1891,pp.94-95,109
25Aya|on, David , Mamluk Army, BSOAS, Il1, pp. 68-70 ;"Amir Silah".EI2, | , pp.445-446 .

%Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugiim, VI; pp.386-387; al-Manhal al-Safr wa-l-Mustawfz ba t al-Waf7
, released by Muhammad Muhammad Amin , , 111, 1984, p.135

?"al-amir al-kabir or great emir was a military title for an office that was occupied by amir
100 mugaddim 1000. The title al-amiri al-kabiri was used also among the glorifying titles .
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He was a counselor for the sultan as well. Al-Sahawi , al- 7agr al-Basim, |, p.388; al-Basa,
al-Funin al-Islamiyah , |, pp.229-249

%83l-*Umari, Masalik al-Absar, p.179; Magqrizi, al-Sulik, II, p. 222; Quatremere, M.
Historie, I1, p.159.

% al-Qalqagandi, Subh, 111, pp. 554-555; al-Nawari, Nikayat, XXXII, p.15

% Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim , IX , p.209

31al-Magqrizi,Kitab al-Sulik Li-Ma ‘rifat Dawal al-Muliik |1 , released by Nuhammad ‘Abd
al-Qadr ‘Ata , Dar al-Kutub al- ‘limiyah, Beirut, 1418-1997,pp.473,497 , 498, 527;lbn
Tagribirdi, al-Nugam , VIII, p.132, IX, pp.33, 172

%2 al-Nawari , Nihayat , XXXII1, pp.12-14 , 17 ; al-Maqrizi , al-Suliik ,11 , pp.208, 304, 498;
IbnTagribirdi , al-Nugam , VIII, p.48, IX , p.274

% al-Sucaq, Talr Kitab wafiyat al-A'van , Damascus, 1974.,pp.132, 136; Ibn Tagribirdi ,al-
Nugim , VIII, p.132, IX, pp.33,34

%al-Nawari , Nihayat , XXXII, pp.153,168, 170 ;XXXIII, pp.21,52 al-Maqrizi , al-Sulitk
AL, pp.458,497 111, pp.24, 108, 110, 147; Ibn Tagribirdi , al-Nugam , I1X, pp.52, 107, 209;
Ibn Iyas , Bada'i “al-Zuhar fr Waqga'i “ al-Duhar I, 1960, p.137

% Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Manhal al- Saff wa-l-Mustawfi ba ‘d al-Waf7 , released by Muhammad
Muhammad Amin , Il , 1984, p.456-457 ; al-Dalil al-Safi ‘ala al-Manhal Safr , released by
Muhammad Amin Saltit,Cairo 1, 1998, p.137; al-Nugim, X , p.74, 140; al-Maqrizi , al-
Hitat , 1l , p.309; Ibn Hagar al-‘Asqalani, al-Durr al-Kaminah fi A‘yan al-mi’ah al-
Zaminah, Beirut ,I, 1414-1993,p.398, n0.993; al-Safad1 , al-Wafi bi-1-Wafivat , released by
Ahmad al-Arna’at & Turki Mustafa, Beirut , 1X,2000, p.485, no.4211.

% al-Qalqasandi, Subs, 1V, pp.14, 18, 39; Daw' al-Sub/ al-Musfir wa Ganr al-Daw# al-
Mugmir , Cairo , 1906 , pp. 245-249; al-Magqrizi, al-Hitat, 111, p.361; lbn Tagribirdi, al-
Nugiim, VII, pp.182-183 al-Suyati, Husn, V, p.111;Van Berchem, CIA, Egypte, I, p.276;
Ayalon, David , Mamluk Army, BSOAS, |11, 1954, pp.784-785

¥"al-‘Umari, Masalik, 111, p.309

%8al-Qalgasand , mentioned in his Encyclopedia "Sub/ al-A §a" that they were 25 posts.
See: Subh, IV, pp.17-20.

% According to al-Sahmawi mentioned in his chancellery” al- 7agr al-Basim" that they were
12 posts .See:al- Tagr al-Basim fi Sina at —I-Katib wa-I-Katim, p.387.

“Until the death of Muhammad Ibn Qalawin ,na'ib al-sulzan was the highest ranking emir
in the Mamluk kingdom, taking precedence even over the atabik . According to one source ,
it was he who signed , in the nams of the sultan , the application of the fiefs (iqta at
hafifa)whithout consulting the sultan. He acted as sultan on a restricted scale,appointing the
emirs and the office holders , excepting the highest ones such as that of Wazir, of qadi, and
of privy secretary (katib al-sirr). He would ride at the head of the army , diwan al-gays was
under his supervision .al-Suyuti , Husn al-Muhadara , Il , pp.8-12 ; al-Qalqasandi , Sub# ,
IV, pp.16-22; al-Basa, Hasan, al-Funiin al- Islamiyah, 111,pp.1230-1236; David, Ayalon,
Studies, BSOAS, 111,1954, p.477 ; Laila , “Abd al-Gawad, Na'ib al-Saltanah fi-I-Qahirah
Asr Dawlat al-Mamalik al-Bahariyah,Migalit al-Mu'arrih al-Misri, Cairo,1,1988,pp.59-
219.

“al-Atabik (Commander in Chief): After the abrogation of the office of na'ib al-sultan, al-
atabik was the first of the Mamlik emirs . It was comman, especially in the Circassian
pericd, for him to succeed the sultan on the throne. He was commander-in-chief of the
army. See: Ibn al-Furat , Tarzh Ibn al-Furat, released by Qustantin Zuraiq & Nagla’ ‘Izz al-
Din ,Beirut VI, 1942, p.145; al- Maqrizi , al-Sulik, 1, pp.656-657; Quatremére, Histoire,
pp.290, 396; Ayalon. David; Mamluk Army, BSOAS, I1l, 1954, p.60, al-Basa, Hasan, al-
Funun al-Islamiyah, |, pp.545-549.

“Amir Ahir was the supervisor of the royal stables . He was generally an Amir of a
thousand and resided in al-istabl al-sulzni. He had under his orders three of 7ablajsana
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and an undetermined number of 4mir of Ten and privates . al-Qalqasandi , Subh, IV ,
pp.18-19; al-Suydti, Husn , 11, pp.16-17;Ayalon, David , Mamluk Army , BSOAS, Ill, p.63
*Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugizm, V, pp. 349 , 367-368.

“Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, VII, pp. 237, 259-260; Ibn Sahin al-Zahiri, Zubdt Kasf al-
Mamalik wa Bayan al- Juruq wa-I-Masalik , Paris , 1894, pp.113-114, ‘Abd al-Raziq, al-
Gays al-Misr fi-1- Asr al-Mamliki, Cairo , 1998p.97

*0Office-holders in the Mamlik period were divided into three categories: Those who
belonged to the Mamliik caste and were called'men of swords' , arbab al-suyiif; those who
were civilians and were known as 'holders of administrative offices 'or as ' men of pen ',
arbab al-waza'if al-diwaniya, or arbab hamalat al-aglam;and those who belonged to the
clerical class and were called 'holders of religious offices ' or ' men of the turban ', arbab
al-waza'if al-diniya, or al-muta ammiman .al-‘Umari, Masalik, pp.54-59; al-Qalgasandi ,
Subh, 1V; Ayalon, David , Mamluk Army , BSOAS, 111,1954,p.57.

* The highest rank of the Amirs was Amir mi'a mugaddam alf,an emir entitled to keep in
his service 100 horsemen the number knight reach 110 to 120, and to commend 1000
soldiers of al-palaga in the field. Qalqasandi, Subh, 1V, pp.16-22; V,pp.461-462;VII,
pp.158-159; Ibn Tagribirdi ,al-Nugim, 1V,p.704, Quatremére. M., Histoire, 11, p.410, 545.
*al-Qalgasandi, Subh, IV, p.18, Quatremére. M., Histoire,11,pp.274, 585; Mayer (L.A.),
Saracenic, pp.69, 101, Ayalon, David , Studies on the Structure, BSOAS, 111, 1954, p. 58.
*al- Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, V, p.241; Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XI, p.272; Ayalon, David ,
Mamluk Army , BSOAS, 111, 1954, p.469; ‘Abd al-Raziqg, al-Gays, p.97

“Amir Hag A leader of the caravan of pilgrims to Mecca . See: Jacques Jomier, Le
Mahmal et Caravane Egyptienne des Pelerins de Mecque , Le Caire ,1953, pp.1-9,: EI2, Art
, Mahmal , VI, pp.44-46; ‘Abd al-Raziq, al-Gais, pp.98-99

50E;ll-QalqaéandT, Daw' al-Subs 1 , 1906, p.244; al- Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, p.221; Ibn Tagribirdi,
al-Nugam, 1X, p.65.

*! al-*Umari , al-Ta 97f, pp.93 ,113; al-Qalqasandi , Subk, IV , pp.14, 18

*2 Ibn Iyas, Bada'i < 11, p. 702

> Ibn Iyas, Bada'i <II, p. 908

 Ibn lyas, Bada'i < I, p. 988

|t is al-mazalah or the chute which has been expressed by al-gitr ,it was lifted above the
Sultan's head. See: al-Qalgasandi, Subh; IV, pp.6-7

S6al-‘Umari, Masalik, 111, Part 6, pp. 288-292; al-Qalgasandi, Subh, 1V, pp. 44-45.

*Sikaris Persian word which means hunt , and so Amir sikar means the master of the hunt.
This post was known in the Abbasid period , and famously known during at the Selguks
then transferred to the Mangols and the Mamlaks. Baibars al-Mansari , Zubdt al-Fikrah fi
Tarth al-Higgrah , released by Donald Richards , Beirut , 1998, , p.41; al-Basa , al-Alqab ,
I, p.228

%8al-Qubh and al- 7ayr ; This is the chute or al-mazalah , it was from the remains of the
Fatimid cermonies so that al-Qlgasandi mentioned al-mazalah as al-gitr which was lifted
above the Sultan's head, and was commonly expressed with the name of al-qubh and al-
tayr because it consisted of a dome made of yellow Silk embroidered with gold and at its
top there is a bird from silver painted with gold. See: al-Qalgasandi, Subh; 1V, pp.6-7

*Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, VIII, p.132

Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugizm, XI, pp. 47-118, 125,137; XII, p.82,104 ,195,239, 260;XIII, pp.
3,11,176,195,210,X1V, pp.8, 39,98,15h, 227; XV, pp.10,32, 36,38, 59; VVI, pp. 17,51,64;
Ibn Tyas, Badai'S 1, pp.18,29,37,56,11, p.28, 32, 56, 644; 672, |11, pp. 938, 942, 972.

%1 The main function of al- Huggab was the administration of justice among the Mamliiks of
the emirs . It was also his duty to present guests and envoys to the sultan , and he was
incharge of organizing army parades . It was customary to appoint five Auggab ; two of

— v

whom (haggib al-Auggab and haggib tani)were amirs of thousand . al-QalgaSandi , Subs,
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IV,p.19; Tbn Tagribirdi, al-Nugum ,V, p.189; Xl, pp.180-187; al-Suyuti, Ausn , I, pp.18-
19;Quatremére . M., CIA, L'Egypte, p.567; Ayalon, David , Mamluk Army , BSOAS, I,
1954,p.60; al-Waqqad .Mahasin, al-Higabah Zaman Salatin alMamalik, JMIH,
111,2003pp.111-112; Hamdi. Marwa, al-Higabah and alHuggab in Mamluk Egypt and their
Most Important Architectural and Artistic Works , M.A.Thesis , Unpublished , Faculty of
Arts , Tourist Guidannce Section, ‘Ain Sams University , Cairo .I-111,2006 ,pp.36-39

%2Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugam. XI, p. 171.

83al-Saifiyah were mamliks of the amirs who were mugadmial-ulif and they were
transferred to the sultanate diwan due to the death or exiled of their master. See; Ibn
Tagribirdi, al-Nugam, VI, p.425; VII; p.543; al-Nawari, Durar, 11, p.196; Ibn Sahin; Zubdt,
p.116; Ayalon,David,Studies on the Structure, BSOAS, XV, part 2, 1953, pp.220-221

*al- Husdas or hugdas was a friend at Mamliik service of their master. The Mamliik system
of servitude instilled in the mamlik a feeling of profound loyalty toward his master and
liberator ,ustadh, on the other hand , and for his fellows in servitude and liberation,
husdasiyah or husdasiyn sing husdas , on the other . This twofold loyalty was one of the
principal axes around which revolved the entire military and social system of Mamlak
hierarchy . The sultan and his Mamliks formed a tighty-knit association .See:lbn
Tagribirdi, al-Nugam, XIV,pp. 327-328;Ayalon,David; L’Esclavage du Mamelouk , The
Israel Oriental Society (Oriental Notes and Studies), Jerusalem , 1951, pp.29-33, 36-
37,59,63; Studies on the Structure, BSOAS, part 2, 1953, pp.207-208, 221

®Ibn Tagribirdr,al-Nugim, XIV; p.154

®Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XIV; pp.228-229

®” TbnTagribirdi, al-Nugim, XIV; p. 300

88 al-Maqrizi,al-Suliik,IV,p. 180, V,p.455,461;Ibn Tagribirdt,al-Nugim, X1V, p. 230

% Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugiim, XV, P.70

*Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugizm, XV, p.125, al-Sahawi, al-Tibr al-Masbiik, p. 122

! Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugiim, XV, pp.64-65; Ibn Iyas , Bada': | , p.342

?Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XXI, pp. 52-53.

"*Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugiim, XVI, pp 234-235; Ibn lyas , Bada’i' |, p.378

" Tbn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XVI, p.343

">Ayalon David , Mamluk Army, 111, 1954, p.70

"®Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugizm,V , p.221; Ayalon David,Mamluk Army, I11, 1954, p.70

" Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XI, p.51

78Ayalon David , Mamluk Army, BSAOS, 111, 1954,p.70

" Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XI, p.47

% Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XI, pp.52-53

81bn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XI, p.51

82 al-Magqrizi,al-Sulitk,IV,pp.300-303;Ibn Hagar , al-Durar , I ,p.405; no.1045; Inba' al-
Gumr,1,p.64;IbnTagribirdi, al-Nugizm, X1, pp.33-36; Ibn lyas, Bada'i  |,pp. 192-194

8 Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XI, pp.51-52

8 Ibn Tagribirdr,al- Nugizm, X1, pp.119 ,124-125

% Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugizm, XI, p125

% Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XI, pp.125-126

8 Abu-I-Fida' , al-Mu/tasr ff Abar al-Basar , Cairo, IV, p.45; Ibn al-Furat , Tarih Ibn al-
Furat , p.192; Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugizm , VII, , p.183-184;'Abd al-Raziq .Ahmad ,al-Gais,
p.62

% Ibn al-Furat ,7arih , released by Qustantin Zuraiq IX ,p.270,1942; Ibn Tagribirdi ,al-
Nugim ,VI1,p.91; VIl , p.162;Muntafabat min Hawadit al-Duhar ff Mada al-Atyam wa-I-
Suhir ,released by Muhammad Kamal al-din ‘Izz al-din m 11,1990, pp. 16 -18; ‘Abd al-
Raziq .Ahmad ,al-Gais, p.62

% Ibn al-Furat , Tarth ,VIIL,p.223 ; Ibn Tagribirdi , al-Nugizm VII, pp.67-68 ; Ibn lyas ,
Bada’i € 111,p.243
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%Ayalon,Mamluk Army ,BSOAS, I , 1953,p.204.

bn Tagribirdi, al-Nugiam , V, p.229; VIII, p.261;'Abd al-Raziq .Ahmad , al-Gais,p.69
%2al-Maqrizi, al-Hitat, 11 p.176.

%al-Qalqasandi , Subk, 1V, pp.12-16, al-Maqrizi , al-Hizat, 11,p.216

% Tbn Iyas, Bada'i€, \V , p.205 ; Ayalon David ,Mamluk Army , BSOAS , 111,1954, p.467;
°Abd al-Raziq , al-Gais,p. 93

% Ibn Tagribirdi , al-Nugiim, V ,p.91 ;Ibn Iyas , Bada'i, 1, pp.25 ,48; Abd al-Raziq , al-
Gais, p.94

% Ibn Tagribirdi ,al- Nugiim ,V ,p.536,V1,p.7; “Abd al-Raziq , al-Gais, p.94

9" al-Maqriz, al-Hitat, 11, p.173; “Abd al-Raziq , al-Gais, p.94

%\bn al-Furat , Tarih , IX , p.393, Ibn Tagribirdi , al-Nugim ,V, p,204

% al-*Umari ,Masalik , p.73; al-Qalasandi , Subj, 1V,p14; Daw', I, p.244; al-Magrizi, al-
Hitat 11, p.215; al-Zahiri, Zubdt, p.110; Abd al-Raziq , al-Gais, p.96

100 31- Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, V ,p.239; al-Zahiri, Zubdt, p.113; Abd al-Raziq , al-Gais, p.97

101 31-Qalqasandi, Subh, 1V, p.16; ; al-Zahiri, Zubdt, p.113; “Abd al-Raziq , al-Gays , p.97
192 1t was al-Zahir Baibars who transferred it to a Mamlik emir of ten . During the Bahri
period , the dawadar did not rank among the important Amirs , but under the Circassians he
became one of the first-ranking amirs of the kingdom . One of the dawadar’s duties during
the later Mamliik period was to decide which of the members of the halga were worthy of
setting out on a military expedition al-Qalqgasandi , Subh, 1V, pp.16-22; Ibn Tagribirdi, al-
Nugiim, 1V, p.571; al-Suyati, AHusn, 11, pp.19-22;Ayalon, David , Mamluk Army , BSOAS,
11, pp.61-62

103 al-Qalgasandi , SubA, IV,p.19; Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim ,V, p.189;al-Suyati, AHusn , II,
pp.18-19;Quatremére . M., CIA, L'Egypte, p.567; Ayalon, David , Mamluk Army ,
BSOAS, Il1, 1954,p.60; Hamdi. Marwabh, al- Higgabah ,pp.35-40

10%1- Magqriz, al-Suliik, V, p.241;Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugim, XI, p.272; Ayalon, David ,
Mamluk Army , BSOAS, 111, 1954, p.469; Abd al-Raziq , al-Gais, p.100

195 al-Qalqasandi , Subs, IV, p.9; S.A.'Asir , Misr f7 Asr dawlat al-Mamalik al-Basariyah,
Cairo, 1959,p.125

%The word Aanah is a Persian word which means house . al-Qalqasandi , Subs, IV,p.9;
Dozy.R. Supplément , I, p.337; Steinags .F, A Comprehensive Persian English ,London
,1930, p.444

9That means house of basins , it was called so because it had basins for washing the hands
and others for washing the sultans' textiles . It is referred to as a place where some stuffs
were kept as the textiles for the sultans' robes , different kinds of jewelleries , the seals . al-
Nuwairi , Nihayat al-Arb , VIII, p.226; al-Qalgasandi , Subh, 1V,pp. 10 -11; Ibn Sahin ,
Zubdt , VIII, p.124 ; Lane.Poole(S.), History of Egypt in the Middle Ages ,London , 1925,
p.248;S.AAstr . Migsr fi Asr Dawlat al- Mamalik, p.126; A.M.Magid , Nuzum Dawlit
Salafin al-Mamalik wa Rusiamihim fi Misr ,Cairo , 11,1955, p.20.

1%That means house of lumbers which had different kinds of lumbers ,carpets , and tents . It
was similar to lumber cupboards during the Fatimid period.al-Nawairi , Nihayat al-Arb |
VI, p.226; al-Qalgasandi , Subk, IV,p.11; Ibn Sahin, Zubdt, VIII, p.125 ;
Quatremére.M.,Sultans Mamlouks ,11/1,no.(5),p.115; S.A.'Asar ,Misr fi Asr Dawlat al-
Mamalik, p.126; A.M.Magid , Nuzum Dawlit Salafin al-Mamalik, 11, pp.21-22.
199al-Silahhanah which means house of weapons is also known as al- zardsanah which
means house of al-zard and it is a Persian name for the shields .Qalqasandi, SubA,1V, p.11;
Ib Sahin , Zubdt , VIII, p.125; Quatremére, Sultans Mamelouks , 11/1,n0.(5),p.115.

9T he kitchens or al-matabif al-sultaniyah were the places where the food of the sultan
was cooked and the large numbers of the citadel's inhabitants. It was described that its fire
did not ever put off .Ibn Sahin ,Zubdt, VIII, p.125;S.A.'Asir, Misr fi ‘Asr Dawlat al-
Mamalik, p.126; Muhammad. Nabil."Abd al-‘Aziz, al-Mathahs al-Sultani Zaman al-
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Ayyabiyn w-I-Mamalik, Cairo ,1989;pp.9-12; S.A.‘Asidr,al-Mugtama ® al-Misri fi Asr
Salafm al-Mamalik, Cairo , 1992 , p.62.
"That was the department where the royal bands were kept . al-Qalgasandi , Subs,
IV,p.13; Tbn Sahin , Zubdt, VIII, p-125 ; QuatreméreM., Histoire , I/1,n0.(54),p.173; Lane.
Poole.S, History of Egypt,p.248; S.A.'Asir, al-Mugtama‘ al-Misri,p.62; A.M.Magid |,
Nuzum Dawlit Salagin al-Mamalik, 11, pp.30-31
12 3l-Qalqasandi, Subh, 1V, p.16; *Abd al-Raziq , al-Gais, pp.100-101
113aI-QalqaéandI, Daw' , p.244; al- Maqrizi, al-Sulitk, p.221;Ibn Tagribirdi,al-Nugim, 1X,
p.65.
"1bn Tagribirdi,al-Nugim , VII, p.237
5 Tbn Tyas, Hawadit, IV, pp.281, 344, 452, 631
116 al-Qalasandi , Subs, IV ,p.18
"This was when the office of na'ib al-sultan was abrogated .al-Suyti ,Ausn, 11, pp.8-12
-al-Qalasandi , Subj, IV, pp.16-22. ;XI , p.167
Y8 1bn Furat , Tarth , VIl , p.147; al-Maqrizi, al-Sulik , | , p.172
1%a1-Qalasandi , Subk, VI, p.6; al-Zahiri, Zubdt, p.112; Ayalon David , Mamluk Army,
BSOAS , vol.15,Part 2, I, 1953, p.455
120a1-Magrizi, al-Sulitk, 11, pp.303-304;Ibn Tagribirdi, al-Nugizm ,VII, p.83, Ibn Sahin,
Zubdt, pp.312-316; Ibn lyas, Bada's |1, p.106.
121 al-Dawadar, Zubdt al-Fikra fi Tarth al-Higrah,Released by Donald Ritchard, Beirut
1998, pp.298-299; Ibn lyas, Bada'i S p.103
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B31al- Qalqasandi, Subs, IV; P.16; al-Daw'; pp. 247
132 31-Sahmawi ,al- 7agr al-Basim , pp.388-389
33 {mir Kabir, (great amir): It was a military title for the office that was occupied by amir
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shields' house , al-zard , or bait al-zard due to it has shields and zard and includes kinds of
armour as swords , bows , vires ,arrows...,etc, various kinds of weapons, so that each hall
has a certain kind of weapons. al-Nawairi , Nikayat , XXX , p.30;Ibn Dugmagq , al-Gawhar
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Saracens , p.30.
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1al-Qalgasandi, Subh, 1V, pp.14, 18, 39; Daw', pp. 245-249; al-Maqrizi, al-Hizat, 111, p.
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They are responsible for the using of big or small gunpowder canons, Magid ‘Abd al-
Mun€im , Nuzum al-Mamalik , | , p.176
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1623]-Sahawt , al-Tagr al-Basim ,p.403
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