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Abstract 
The mission of the moral philosopher Noel Smith 

By Maha Ali Hassan Mohamed Yahya 

The research tries to present the viewpoint of the English philosopher 

"Nowell Smith" about the role of the moral philosopher in clarifying 

concepts, values and ethical principles, and clarifying the relationships 

between them, which represents the theoretical aspect of the philosopher's 

mission in addition to the practical aspect represented in helping individuals 

understand moral phenomena in all their aspects. - To some extent - and 

realizing its impact on their lives; this is through the use of the analytical 

method in dealing with the following elements  

1. Smith's concept of theoretical and practical sciences. 

2. Religion clarifies the practical nature of morality. 

3. Smith's Ethics and Politics. 

4. Scientific Ethics. 

5. Smith's view about Empiricism and Subjectivism. 

6. Utilitarianism according to "Smith" 

7. Teaching Ethics. 

We then conclude that "Smith" affirms that the philosophy of morality 

is a "practical science," and that there are similarities between moral and 

legal rules, and that the task of the moral philosopher is not to provide a 

manual of guidelines and rules, but rather to help individuals answer the 

moral questions that arose as a result of development. The tremendous 

scientific and social change, and the emphasis on the importance of teaching 

a philosophy of ethics to individuals to help them in the decision-making 

process regarding the ethical problems they face in their practical lives. 

                                      
P.H Nowell Smith

Ethics

https://www.oxfordreference.com/search?q=Patrick%20Horace%20Nowell-

Smith19/11/2020   

https://www.theguardian.com/news/2006/feb/22/guardianobituaries.obituaries 19/11/2020 
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  Smith,P.H Nowell,Ethics,Penguine books,London,1954,p.11 
(2)

 Ibid,p.12:13. 

 

Teleological

Mautner,Thomas,The Penguin Dictionary of philosophy, Penguin Books,1997 ,p.558. 

https://www.oxfordreference.com/search?q=Patrick%20Horace%20Nowell-Smith
https://www.oxfordreference.com/search?q=Patrick%20Horace%20Nowell-Smith
https://www.theguardian.com/news/2006/feb/22/guardianobituaries.obituaries
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Smith,P.H Nowell,Ethics,pp.14:15,16. 
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Smith,P.H,Nowell,Subjectivism and Empiricists,Analysis,Vol.6,No.3,  
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