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Abstract 
Khata΄i 's Ornament (Term-Artistic Context-Origin-Development) 

By Rehab Ibrahim Ahmed Ahmed ElSiedy 

Most researchers agree about the significant of the ornament Khata΄i, 

although they disagree about the term of “Khata΄i” and determine what kind 

of floral ornaments they represent within a specific temporal and spatial 

boundaries. Additionally, there are many debates concerning the 

components of this ornament and when it was initiated and how it was 

evolved. Furthermore, the research discusses the aspects which affected on 

its originated and progress. 

The main outlines of the research consist of an introduction and three 

research points. The introduction includes the goals and debates, besides, 

the literature review and research methodology. The first point tackles the 

different terms and approaches regarding this type of ornament and its 

meaning. The second point explores the origin and development of the 

Khata΄i since the early Islamic art. The last point shows the different factors 

which effects on the formation and dominion of Khata΄i on the Islamic 

world and beyond during the 10th/16thcentury. The conclusion represents 

the results of the research. 

 All these points are represented using different kinds of 

methodologies to describe some examples of the Khata΄i 's ornament and 

analysis their floral elements, then comparing some elements to similar one 

from other periods and origins especially the Calyx flowers like lotus. This 

paper adapts the historical methodology to review all the sources and 

literature references concerning the period of the study since the early 

Islamic art to the 10th/16th century

Key words: Khatā'i, Hatâyî, floral ornament, Islamic ornament, 

Central Asia. 

                                      
1

 

Kerimov, Latif. (1984) "Islimi", Hali, Carpet, Textile and Islamic art 6, No.3, 

pp.254-255. 



 
 رحاب إبراهيم أحمد أحمد الصعيدى التطور( -النشأة  -الماهية الفنية -الخطاي)التسمية زخرفة

 

- 419 - 

                                                                                               

ھ

ھ

ھ

ھ

9
Arsevan, Gelal Esad. (1952), Les arts decoratifs Turcs, Istanbul, p.93. 

10
Duran, Gülnur. (2008), Ali Üsküdari - Tezhip ve Rugani Üstadı, Çiçek Ressamı, 

Kubbealtı Neşriyatı, Türkçe, p.34. 

15
Birol, Inci A.; Derman, Çiçek. (2001), Türk Tezyīnī San'Atlarinda Motifler, 

Kubbealti Neşriyâti, Istanbul, p.67.; 



(2021 يونيه – إبريلعدد )  49 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 420 - 

                                                                                               

Hata, Hatay, Hitay, or Huten

Inci ; Çiçek (2001), Türk Tezyīnī San'Atlarinda Motifler, p 67. 

ھ

ھ

19
 

20
 

21

 
22

Xu Elina-Qian

Qian, Xu Elina. (2005), Historical Development of The Pre-dynastic Khitan, 

Academic Dissertation, Faculty of Arts at the University of Helsinki, Publications 

of the Institute for Asian and African Studies 7, p.273 

24
Grotesque



 
 رحاب إبراهيم أحمد أحمد الصعيدى التطور( -النشأة  -الماهية الفنية -الخطاي)التسمية زخرفة

 

- 421 - 

                                                                                               

 
25

Aga-Oglu, Mehmet. (1935), Persian Bookbindings of the Fifteenth Century, Ann 

Arbor, University of Michigan Press, pls. I, II, p.6. 
26

Gratzl, Emil. (1939), Book Covers, in Arthur Upham Pope, A Survey of Persian 

Art from Prehistoric Times to The Present, Vol.III, London and New York, Oxford 

University Press, p.1978. 
27

Blair, Sheila S. & Bloom, Jonathan M. (1995), The Art and Architecture of Islam 

1250-1800, Yale University Press, New Heaven and London, pp.23-24. 

Blair& Bloom (1995). The Art and Architecture of Islam, p.232. 

Kadoi, Yuka. (2009), Islamic Chinoiserie The Art of Mongol Iran, Edinburgh 

University Press, p.18.

Clévenot

Clévenot, Dominique; Degeorge, Gérard. (2017), Ornament and Decoration in 

Islamic Architecture, Thames & Hudson, UK, pp.135-140. 

Ettinghausen, Richard. (1939), Manuscripts Illumination, in Arthur Upham Pope, A 

Survey of Persian Art from Prehistoric Times to The Present, Vol.III, Oxford 

University Press, London and New York, pp.1937-1974.  
30

Lane, Arthur. (1957), Later Ialsmic Pottery Persia, Syria, Egypt, Turkey, Faber 

and Faber, London, p.47. 

Redžić, Husref. (1967), Islamic Art, translated from Serbo croatian by Dorian 

Cooke, Beograd, "Jugoslavija", p. XXIII. 
32

Riazi, M. (2001), Stucco, in “The Splendor of Iran”, E. Booth-Clibborn, General 

editor N. Pourjavady, Vol.2, London, Booth-Clibborn Editions, pp.477-480. 

Arsevan (1952), Les arts decoratifs Turcs, p.51. 

Kerimov (1984), Latif. "Islimi", pp.254-255. 
37

Inci; Çiçek (2001), Türk Tezyīnī San'Atlarinda Motifler, p.15.; Duran (2008), Ali 

Üsküdârî Tezhip, p.34. 
38

De Villard, Ugo Monneret. (1939), The Relations of Manichaean Art to Iranian 

Art, in Arthur Upham Pope, A Survey of Persian Art from Prehistoric Times to The 

Present, Vol.III, London and New York, Oxford University Press, p.1828. 
39

Lane (1957), Later Ialsmic Pottery, p.47. 



(2021 يونيه – إبريلعدد )  49 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 422 - 

                                                                                               
 

Arsevan (1952), Les arts decoratifs Turcs, p.51.

Redžić (1967), Islamic Art, p. XXIII.

Arsevan (1952), Les arts decoratifs Turcs, pp.88-89.
42

Birol; Derman (2001), Türk Tezyīnī San'Atlarinda Motifler, p.67. 
43

Clévenot & Degeorge (2017), Ornament and Decoration in Islamic Architecture, 

p.139. 

Arsevan (1952), Les arts decoratifs Turcs, p.51.

48
Clévenot & Degeorge (2017), Ornament and Decoration in Islamic Architecture, 

p.139. 
49

Lane (1957), Later Ialsmic Pottery, p.47.

Shafei, Farid M. (1957), Simple Calyx Ornament in Islamic Art: A Study in 

Arabesque, Cairo University Press, p.7.

52
Rezania, Pedram. (2011), Symbol of Lotus in Ancient World, Life Science 

Journal, (8)3, pp.309-312. 



 
 رحاب إبراهيم أحمد أحمد الصعيدى التطور( -النشأة  -الماهية الفنية -الخطاي)التسمية زخرفة

 

- 423 - 

                                                                                               

Rawson, Jessica. (1984), Chinese Ornament-The Lotus and Dragon, NewYork, 

Holmes &Meier Publishers, p.156

55
Waddell, Laurence Austine. (1903), Report on the Excavations at Pa taliputra 

(Patna); the Palibothra of the Greeks, Calcutta, Bengal secretariat Press, pl. II, 

p.17  

Shafei (1957), Simple Calyx Ornament in Islamic Art, p.7.

Baumer, Christoph. (2016), The History of Central Asia the Age of Islam and the 

Mongols, London-New York, I.B.Tauris, pl.100, p.132. 

Sb3725

Amiet, Pierre. (1972), Les ivories achéménides de Suse, Syria, Tome 49, fascicule 

1-2, Figs.6-7, pp.171-173. 

Baumer (2016), The History of Central Asia, pl.100, p.132. 

http://en.chinaculture.org/gb/en_artqa/2003-09/24/content_39409.htm(04/03/2018)

ḍ 

http://en.chinaculture.org/gb/en_artqa/2003-09/24/content_39409.htm (04/03/2018) 

http://en.chinaculture.org/gb/en_artqa/2003-09/24/content_39409.htm
http://en.chinaculture.org/gb/en_artqa/2003-09/24/content_39409.htm


(2021 يونيه – إبريلعدد )  49 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 424 - 

                                                                                               

Whitfield, Susan; Williams, Ursula Sims. (2004), The Silk Road: Trade, Travel, 

War and Faith, London, British Library by Serindia publication, pp.189-190. 

Baumer (2016), The History of Central Asia, pp.1-207.

66
Clévenot & Degeorge (2017), Ornament and Decoration in Islamic Architecture,

pl.191, pp.136-135. 

https://www.iasj.net/iasj?func=fulltext&aId=69443 (04/03/2018) 

Shafei 

(1957), Simple Calyx Ornament in Islamic Art, p.10
68

Arsevan (1952), Les Arts Decoratifs Turcs, p.14. 
69

MAO403MAO858

https://www.iasj.net/iasj?func=fulltext&aId=69443


 
 رحاب إبراهيم أحمد أحمد الصعيدى التطور( -النشأة  -الماهية الفنية -الخطاي)التسمية زخرفة

 

- 425 - 

                                                                                               

ھ

Rawson (1984). Chinese Ornament, p.173. 

ھ

Rawson (1984). Chinese Ornament, p.173.; Kadoi (2009), Islamic Chinoiserie, 

p.18. 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1077 (04/03/2018) 

Clévenot & Degeorge (2017), Ornament and Decoration in Architecture, p.139.
81

Duda, Dorothea (1992), Die illuminierten Handschriften und Inkunabeln der 

Österreichischen Nationalbibliothek (Fortsetzung des bechreibenden 

Verzeichnisses der illuminierten Handschriften der Nationalbibliothek) 5/1, 

Denkschriften der Philosophisch-historischen Klasse229, Veröffentlichungen der 

Kommission für Schrift- und Buchwesen des Mittelalters. Reihe I, Wien, 2 Bände, 

Abb.83. 
82

Bayer, Anja; Gremli, Lynette Sue-ling (2007), Catalogue, in Dragons of Silk, 

Flowers of Gold, A group of Liao-Dznasty Textiles at the Abegg-Stiftung, Regula 

Schorta, Cat.no.11, pp.219-226. 

Blair & Bloom (1995), The Art and Architecture of Islam, p.55. 

Blair & Bloom (1995), The Art and Architecture of Islam, pp.55-56. 

https://whc.unesco.org/en/list/1077


(2021 يونيه – إبريلعدد )  49 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 426 - 

                                                                                               
85

Golombek, Lisa; Donald Wilber. 1988 , The Timurid Architecture of Iran and 

Turan, Princeton, NJ: Princeton University Press, pl.II (Cat.No.14). 
86

Blair & Bloom (1995), The Art and Architecture of Islam, Fig.66, p.51. 
87

Blair & Bloom (1995), The Art and Architecture of Islam, Fig.143. 

Necipoĝbu, Gübu. 1990 , "From International Timurid To Ottoman: A change 

Of Taste In Sixteenth –Century Ceramic Tiles", Muqarnas7, Leiden-E.J.Bill, p.158.
89

 

ھ

Arsevan(1952), Les arts decoratifs Turcs, p.92



 
 رحاب إبراهيم أحمد أحمد الصعيدى التطور( -النشأة  -الماهية الفنية -الخطاي)التسمية زخرفة

 

- 427 - 

                                                                                               
96

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O74043/the-fremlin-carpet-carpet-unknown/ 

(05/04/2018) 

IM.4.1921

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O18925/hamzanama-painting-

unknown/(05/04/2018) 

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O66738/an-ayyar-murders-qubad-in-painting-

unknown/(05/04/2018)
98

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O143885/tile-tile-unknown/(05/04/2018) 
99

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O86788/sarcophagus-cover-

unknown/(05/04/2018) 
100

Arsevan (1952), Les arts Decoratifs Turcs, Fig.274, p.92. 

Christoph BaumerThe History of Central Asia 

TheAge of Islam and the Mongols

Baumer (2016), The History of Central Asia, pl.100, p.132. 

Bloom, Jonathan M.; Blair, Sheila S. )2009(, The Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic Art and 

Architecture, Vol III, Oxford University Press, p.213. 

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/0/0b/%D8%A5%D9%85%D8%

A8%D8%B1%D8%A7%D8%B7%D9%88%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9_%D8%

A7%D9%84%D8%A5%D8%B3%D9%83%D9%86%D8%AF%D8%B1_%D8%A

7%D9%84%D8%A3%D9%83%D8%A8%D8%B1_%D9%88%D8%AF%D8%B1

%D9%88%D8%A8_%D8%AD%D9%85%D9%84%D8%A7%D8%AA%D9%87.

png 04032018  

http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O74043/the-fremlin-carpet-carpet-unknown/
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O74043/the-fremlin-carpet-carpet-unknown/
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O18925/hamzanama-painting-unknown/
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O18925/hamzanama-painting-unknown/
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O66738/an-ayyar-murders-qubad-in-painting-unknown/
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O66738/an-ayyar-murders-qubad-in-painting-unknown/
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O86788/sarcophagus-cover-unknown/
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O86788/sarcophagus-cover-unknown/
http://collections.vam.ac.uk/item/O86788/sarcophagus-cover-unknown/


(2021 يونيه – إبريلعدد )  49 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 428 - 

                                                                                               

106
Gray, Basil. (1987), Persian Influence in Chinese Art, in Studies in Chinese and Islamic 

Art, Vol.II Islamic Art, London, The Pindar Press, p.20. 

Basil Gray

Gray (1987), Persian Influence 

in Chinese Art, p.20

Summer, Christina; Feltham, Heleanor. )2000(, Beyond the silk road-Arts of Central Asia- 

from the Powerhouse Museum Collection, pp.10-11 

 Donzel, Van E.(ed.). (1978), The Encyclopaedia of Islam, Leiden: E.J.Brill, vol IV, p.580. 

Donzel (1978), The Encyclopaedia of Islam, Leiden, p.581.

113
Donzel (1978), The Encyclopaedia of Islam, p.581. 

Rawson (1984). Chinese Ornament, p.227.   

116
Donzel (1978), The Encyclopaedia of Islam, p.581. 

 



 
 رحاب إبراهيم أحمد أحمد الصعيدى التطور( -النشأة  -الماهية الفنية -الخطاي)التسمية زخرفة

 

- 429 - 

                                                                                               

120
 Donzel (1978), The Encyclopaedia of Islam, pp.581-583. 

The Encyclopaedia of Islam, Vol.II, pp.3-4.



(2021 يونيه – إبريلعدد )  49 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 430 - 

                                                                                               

129
Grabar, Oleg. (2000), Mostly Miniatures an Introduction to Persian Painting, London, 

Princeton University Press, p.22. 

131

133
 Inci ; Çiçek (2001). Türk Tezyīnī San'Atlarinda Motifler, p.67. 

Summer   & Feltham)2000(, Beyond the Silk Road-Arts of Central Asia, p.11. 

SummerFeltham

137

Ferdenand von Richtofen

Bloom, Jonathan M.; Blair, Sheila S. (2009), The Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic Art and 

Architecture, Vol III, Oxford University Press, p.213.
138

Gray (1987). Persian Influence in Chinese Art, p.18. 

140
Crowe, Yolande. (2010), Textiles and Patterns Across Asia in the Thirteenth Century, A 

Southern Song Tomb, Armenian Manuscripts and Mongol Tiles, in Carpets and Textiles in 

the Iranian world 1400-1700, Oxford and Genoa, p.11. 



 
 رحاب إبراهيم أحمد أحمد الصعيدى التطور( -النشأة  -الماهية الفنية -الخطاي)التسمية زخرفة

 

- 431 - 

                                                                                               

142
Gray (1987). Persian Influence in Chinese Art, p.21.

143
Crowe (2010), Textiles and Patterns Across Asia, p.13.

 
144

 Porter, V. (2008), Islamic Tiles, London, The British museum press, pp.48-54. 

 ,Bloom&Blair (2009), The Grove Encyclopedia of Islamic Art and Architecture وانظر أيضاً:

Vol III, pp.213-214. 
145

Crowe (2010), Textiles and Patterns Across Asia, p.11. 

146
Crowe (2010), Textiles and Patterns Across Asia, pp.12-13. 

150
Safadi,Yasin H Samid. (1978), Islamic Calligraphy, Thames and Hudson, p.131, pl.146.  



(2021 يونيه – إبريلعدد )  49 المجلد -حوليات آداب عين شمس 
 

- 432 - 

                                                                                               

Gruber, Christiane J. )2008(, El Libro de la Ascensión Miʿrajnama Timúrida: Estudio de 

Textos e imágenes en un context panasiático/The Timurid Book of Ascension (Miʿrajnama): 

A Study of text and Image in a Pan-Asian Context.English with Spanish trans. Beatriz 

Marino, Robert Latona and Sophie Ernest, Valencia: Patrimonio Ediciones, p.271. 
153

 Rizvi, Kishwar. (2000), Gendered Patronage Women and Benevolence during the Early 

Safavid Empire, in Women, Patronage, and self-Representation in Islamic Societies, edited 

by D.Fairchild Ruggles, Suny Press, p.125. 

Thackston, Wheeler M. (Fall 1988), The Divan of Khata’i: Pictures for the Poetry of Shah 

Isma’il I, Asian Art, Vol.I, No.4, Oxford University Press, pp.37-51. 

Clévenot & Degeorge (2017), Ornament Decoration, p.140.
160

9105 

ھ



 
 رحاب إبراهيم أحمد أحمد الصعيدى التطور( -النشأة  -الماهية الفنية -الخطاي)التسمية زخرفة

 

- 433 - 

                                                                                               
164

Baktiar, Laleh. (1976), Sufi Expressions of the Mystic Quest, Thames and Hudson, 

London, p.98. 

166
Frick, Arrich. )1993(,"Possible Sources for Some Motives of Decoration on Islamics 

Ceramics", Muqarnas10, Leidin-E.J.Brill, p.232. 

ھ

168
Kerimov (1984). "Islimi", p.254. 

ھ

 


